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Welcome to Reception 

  

 

  

We are so pleased you have chosen to start your child’s education at Boothroyd Primary 

Academy. Our vision for all children who walk through our door is to put them at the heart 

of everything we do, ensure they feel safe and cared for, as well as providing them with a 

language rich, child led environment indoors & outdoors that is high quality, inspiring and 

thought provoking. We aim to give children experiences that will develop their knowledge, 

skills and understanding so they can grow up to be smart, kind, empathetic adults who 

have the drive and passion to have a successful future. 

Our offer 

We are a 3-form entry school, which offers 90 reception places (up to 30 children per 

class). Children will have the opportunity to learn through play and lead their own 

learning through exploration of our indoor and outdoor provision areas, alongside some 

teacher led activities which will support your child to take their learning further. Each 

reception classroom has the same areas of provision to ensure each child has access to 

the same learning opportunities, however enhancements in the classrooms will b added 

to meet needs of the specific class and cater to the unique child. All children can access 

our outdoor area which is a large space filled with learning opportunities. If your child 

attended our nursery, you will know that the children have had the opportunity to mix with 

the reception children and staff in our outdoor area, which we believe is beneficial and 

makes a smooth transition to a new classroom. 

 

All classes have a qualified teacher and a learning coach. We also have a higher level 

teaching assistant that may cover classes at times or will work amongst the classes to 

provide extra support where needed. 

 

Fruit is provided though out the day, which is free of charge. Children can also have milk 

which is free until the term your child turns 5. Please contact the office if you would like to 

order this. A hot lunch is provided which is also free of charge, your child will be given a  
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choice of 3 options each day that they can choose from. We will provide you with a 

menu so you can talk to your child about what they might pick each day. 

 

It is important that your child feels comfortable around the adults they will be working with 

throughout the year, therefore we may offer a home visit as the initial meeting or we will 

visit their current nursery, so your child is in a familiar surrounding when meeting one of the 

staff for the first time. We take this opportunity to get to know the child and you can tell us 

about them so we have prior knowledge before they come through our doors. 

 

We will also invite you to a parent meeting where we will provide you with a home pack 

with some information about our school and some goodies for your child to explore. This 

allows you the opportunity to come into school and get a feel for it. You will be able to 

meet key members of staff such as the Principal, SENDco, EYFS Lead and our Pastoral 

team. Following this, you and your child will be offered the opportunity to attend a stay & 

play session, where they can meet the staff who work in the unit and explore their new 

classroom.  We understand how daunting it can be to leave your child with a stranger 

and want you to feel as involved as possible, to understand our offer and see it in 

practice.  

 

We will then have some transition sessions in July, where your child will be invited to stay in 

school, in their new classroom with their new teacher. This allows your child the 

opportunity to meet their peers and get a taste for what school will be like in September. 

 

In September we will offer your child a phased start to help them settle in. They will first 

attend one morning session, then one morning and stay for lunch and then full days. This is 

to ensure they are settled and are confident to come to school. We understand that 

every child is different, and we will try to accommodate and support you as a family by 

working in partnership with you to make attending school an easy transition for you and 

your child.  
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School Day Times 

Doors open at 8.35am and close at 8,45am for registers to be taken. If you are later than 

this time, please go to the school office to sign in as the classroom doors will be closed. 

 

11.30am-12.30pm lunch time 

 

School finishes at 3.10pm. Doors will be open until 3.20pm. If you are later than this time, 

your child will be taken to BASE club which is charged daily at £2. 

 

Please inform the class teacher or school office if you are unable to pick your child up on 

time or if someone else will be collecting them. 

 

We do offer an option to send your child to breakfast club from 8.00am at a charge of £1 

per day. Please contact the school office if you would like to use this service. 

 

Daily Timetable 

The children’s timetable will build up across the year as more subjects will be introduced. 

Here is an example of our reception timetable in the spring term. 

 

. 
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Uniform 

For all children who attend our nursery, we expect them to come in full school uniform. 

 

 

Clothes:
 

• White polo shirt and a royal blue jumper or cardigan.  

• You can choose from the following:  tunic dress, skirt, trousers or shorts – these all 

need to be dark grey. 

Footwear:
 

• Black footwear without logos. No trainers unless plain black. We do not allow 

shoes with heels for health & safety reasons. 
 

Please name everything. 
 

Hair: 
We ask children with long hair to tie this up when doing PE or other physical activity for 

safety reasons and may on occasion ask children to tie back long hair if there are 

confirmed cases of headlice in their class. 
 

Headdress: 

• If a pupil would like to wear a head scarf then this must be black or grey. 
 

Jewellery and nail varnish: 

• Piercings are allowed but studs not hoops should be worn and nail varnish should 

be on natural nails and not on acrylics or false nails.  

• No other jewellery except that worn for religious purposes should be worn and all 

jewellery should be removed for PE for safety reasons. 
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Physical Education 

 

Children will take part in PE once a week. They will get changed at school. Please 

provide them with a PE kit that can stay at school in their PE bag (we provide the bag). 

Kit can be taken home at the end of the half term to be washed.  
 

Please practise getting dressed independently with your child in preparation for this. 
 

 

PE KIT 

• Trainers or PE pumps should be worn 

• Navy or black tracksuit bottoms, leggings or shorts 

• White T-shirt 

 

We provide the first Book Bag and PE bag. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We recommend sending your child to school with a bag of spare clothes, they can keep 

at school and be changed into if needed throughout the day. They can also bring a 

water bottle. 
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Attendance 

As a school we aim for children to attend 100%, with a minimum expectation of 95%. We 

understand that some times absences can’t be helped due to illness, in this case, please 

ring the school office to make us aware that your child won’t be attending. If you are 

unsure if your child can attend, please ring the school office or bring them in and we will 

send them home if necessary. 

 

If your child’s attendance continues to decline, you will be invited into school to have an 

attendance support meeting with our pastoral team. Please note that if attendance 

continues to decline, a home visit may be carried out by our pastoral team to check in 

and provide support. 

 

Children are monitored if their attendance falls below 96%. Any child's attendance that 

falls below 90% is reported to the Local Authority. It is very likely that these children will 

then be placed on an attendance monitoring plan and you may have to participate in 

meetings and/or sign a parental contract. 

We complete a review of attendance every half term and pupils will receive an 

attendance report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents can encourage good 

attendance by: 

Having a regular bedtime & 

morning routine 

Make time for a healthy breakfast 

Talk about all the fun your child will 

have at nursery and what they can 

look forward to 

Arrange medical appointments 

and holidays outside of term time 

Talk to the staff in nursery if your 

child has any anxieties 
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Safeguarding 

The health, safety and welfare of all our children is of paramount importance to all the 

adults who work in our school. Our children have the right to protection, regardless of 

age, gender, race, culture or disability. They have a right to be safe in school. 

We are required to have rigorous policies and procedures in place to safeguard children. 

If staff have any concerns about a child then we follow the procedures outlined in our 

policy which may include reporting concerns to social services. 

 

It may be helpful to know that the law places a duty on the Principal and staff to report 

any obvious signs or suspected cases of child abuse – which include non-accidental 

injury, neglect, emotional abuse and/or sexual abuse. The procedures are intended to 

protect children at risk and all schools and academies nationally are expected to take 

the attitude that where there are grounds for concern it is better to be safe than sorry. 

 

This does mean that the Academy staff risk upsetting some parents/carers by reporting a 

case which, on investigation, proves unfounded. In such circumstances, it is hoped that 

parents and carers would accept that the staff acted in what were believed to the 

child’s best interests of the child. 

 

In line with government requirements the Academy maintains a central list of checks on 

appointed staff and adults who work in or visit the Academy. Any volunteer or parent 

working in the Academy are subject to full background checks. The Academy has an 

agreed Child Protection Policy. 

 

The Academy has several members of staff who have undertaken specialist training and 

take on the roles of Designated Safeguarding Lead (i.e. to deal with safeguarding and 

child protection concerns). 

 

Designated Safeguarding Staff 
  

 

 

 

 
  
  

DSL & Principal      Deputy DSL Assistant Principal     Deputy DSL Assistant Principal     Deputy DSL Pastoral  

                                                                                                                                                            Manager  

   Matt Birkett                         Danielle Smith                                 Claire Armitage                            Gail Swaine 
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Meet Our Early Years Team 

Our team have a wide range of qualifications and experience within the early years and 

aim to provide the best care and learning opportunities for your child. 

 

                             

       Mrs Clayton                      Miss Fox                       Mrs Sherbaz                      Mrs Coates       

  EYFS Lead, Deputy       Reception Teacher        Reception Teacher        Reception Teacher 

DSL & Nursery Teacher                                                                                  & Early Years SENCO 

    

                                        

      Mrs Jackson                   Mrs Zamir                      Mrs Hussain                        Miss Lindsay        

            HLTA                     Learning Coach           Learning Coach               Learning Coach 
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Our Key Principles 

Our curriculum is centred around the 4 guiding principles of the EYFS framework, below is 

our approach to ensuring these principles are at the forefront of our practice. 

 

 

 
 

Curriculum Overview 

In Reception there is a greater emphasis on the specific areas as we guide children to meet the 

Early Learning Goals, in readiness for year 1. There is a clear sequence of progressive teaching 

supported by high quality texts and the children’s interests. We focus on a ‘plan, do, review’ 

learning approach. Children are given thinking time to plan what their learning will look like in the 

provision; they then can access the provision independently, where adults can interact with the 

children. Children then come back together to review their learning and talk about what they did, 

the process they went through and their own personal learning outcomes. This approach enables 

us to ensure our curriculum is being accessed, and we can build on any misconceptions or missed 

learning opportunities. Throughout the year, children are expected to complete directed time, 

where the teacher chooses an area of provision to work in to conduct their learning. The time of 

this is built up throughout the year to 30 minutes. This helps our children prepare for year one as 

they are expected to stay focused in this area.  

The school follows the Little Wandle phonic scheme, and reception children will start this in the 

autumn term, concentrating on phase 2. Phonics is taught to the whole class daily to ensure 

everyone is exposed to the same content. However, we recognise that not all children can retain 

all the information taught in the lesson, so we put on daily keep-up sessions and extra interventions 

for those children who require them to match their stage of development. Children are assessed 

at the end of each half-term and reviewed after three weeks for those who attend the extra 

sessions. Guided reading sessions start in autumn two after all phase 2 sounds have been taught; 

book levels depend on the assessment outcome. To develop a love for reading and storytelling, 

we ensure story time takes place daily and texts are chosen that link to the enquiry we are  
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focusing on that week or a child’s favourite story. In reception, the books are engaging and hold 

the children’s interests whilst allowing us to describe characters, events and settings. These stories 

will be seen in our provision areas where the children can access them independently. Drawing 

club promotes storytelling and builds the children’s imagination, along with helicopter stories 

where they can perform and bring their stories to life. Poetry basket is used in reception to 

introduce children to the world of poems and follow on from nursery rhymes in nursery. We are 

committed to representing our children and their families in our curriculum. We have carefully 

selected texts to do this, bringing their personal experiences and interests into our learning. A 

range of diverse texts are also used and are an integral part of our provision, with activities linked 

to them to expose children to a range of people they may come across within the community. 

White Rose Maths is used alongside the teacher's skills, subject knowledge, and understanding of 

how children learn to develop an essential 'Number Sense'. Maths skills are practised through 

continuous provision, weekly group activities, enhancements and quality interaction, we foster 

children's natural instinct for exploration, noticing and language, which is critical to mathematical 

fluency. We also understand that children need to hold Maths before they can hold it in their 

heads. Reception staff work closely with year one during the summer term to ensure the transition 

is planned appropriately for the current cohort. Our curriculum gives our children the confidence 

to make informed choices in order to develop healthy minds and bodies. We empower our 

children to be resilient, show empathy to others, be honest, be respectful and show integrity in a 

safe and warm environment, where they can be their own unique best selves. 

Curriculum Coverage 

Below is an overview of the enquiries we have carefully selected to explore with your child 

during their time in reception. The enquiries include children’s interests and give them the 

opportunity to develop further knowledge that will build the foundations for their 

academic journey throughout school. Our enquiries are supported by various texts that 

your child will become familiar with throughout the year, these texts are revisited 

throughout the year during story time so they can get a deeper understanding and build  

a love for reading. 

We regularly assess the children termly and will monitor your child’s progress. This is based 

upon teacher judgement and the interactions we have with your child as we believe 

these are the most reliable sources. We will also use any evidence we have collected in 

our learning journeys or our online platform Evidence Me to support these judgements.  

We will give you regular updates on how your child is doing and provide you with 

resources to support them at home if needed.  

If you require more information about what we will be doing each week, please see our 

Long-Term Plan which is available on our website. 
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 Enquiry Maths Enquiry Phonics 

Autumn 

1  

Settling in   

What makes me, Me?   

What makes a community?   

Skill focus using children’s interests as a guide 

Match, sort & compare 

Measure & patterns 

Circles & Triangles 

Phase 2 

Autumn 

2  

How do I make different colours?   

Why do people celebrate Diwali?   

What changes do you notice?   

Why do people celebrate Christmas?   

Skills focus using children’s interests as a guide 

It’s me 1 2 3 

Number 1-5 

Shapes with 4 sides 

Phase 2 & 3 

Spring 1  What changes do you notice?   

Which animals live in cold climates?   

What are your favourite stories?   

How do people celebrate Chinese New Year?   

Alive in 5 

Mass & Capacity 

Growing 6,7,8 

Phase 3 

 

Spring 2  What can we see in our wonderful world?   

Why do people take part in Ramadan?   

Why are their chocolate eggs in the local shops?   

Skill focus using children’s interests as a guide 

Height & length & Time 

Building 9 & 10 

 

Review Phase 3 

Summer 

1  

How do things grow?   

Which animals live in the UK?   

Which animals live in warm climates?    

3d shapes 

To 20 & beyond 
Manipulate, compose & 

decompose  

CCVC words 

short vowel 
  

 

Summer 

2  

Where do you go on holiday? 

How can we visit other countries? 

How do you get to school? 

How can I be ‘Year 1 Ready’?     

Sharing & grouping 

Visualise, map & build 

Making connections 

CCVC words 

long vowel 
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Our Classroom 

Our provision comprises clearly defined areas that the children can access 

independently. Our core provision will stay the same. However, it will be enriched with 

resources the children have been specifically taught to use throughout the year. This 

enables the children to progress and develop their skills in that area. Enhancements are 

also used to promote curiosity, awe and wonder; they may be linked to our weekly 

enquiry, specific skills the children need to develop or children’s interest. We value every 

voice and want to include as many of the children’s interests as possible, as this allows us 

to build upon their existing knowledge.   
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Outdoor Area 

Our outdoor provision is used to support children’s physical development. Children can 

access various areas of provision to develop their gross motor skills, such as bikes, climbing 

area, an obstacle course, a digging area, balancing equipment and a range of ball 

games. Our outdoor offer compliments our indoor provision as it is an area used to 

develop skills that cannot be done inside. Children also have the opportunity to 

investigate the natural world in our mud kitchen and gardening area as well as use their 

imagination through den building and construction area. We firmly believe in the 

importance of children exploring the natural world, whatever the weather, because of 

this our classroom door is open to the outdoor provision for the children to explore freely 

at their own choice. Please ensure they are sent to nursery dressed appropriately for all 

weather conditions. 
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  Parent Partnership 

 

Our school uses Class Charts as a way of communicating with parents and recording 

behaviour. Announcements to the whole class may be made or individual messages can 

be sent between the nursery staff and parents. You can download the app by searching 

it on your app store. School will then provide you with a log in code. 

 

Pictures and observations of your child’s progress are recorded on Evidence Me. You can 

download this app on your app store and then will be contacted by email on how to log 

in. Pictures of your child are only shared with you and you can download them to your 

own device. We love to get the whole picture of a child and have enabled the app to 

allow parents to upload their own observations. This allows us to see what your child 

enjoys doing at home and they can upload evidnece of any homework challenges we 

may set.  

 

Parent consultations will also be available throughout the year, however if you would like 

to speak to a member of staff about your child, then please feel free to talk to us in a 

morning or after school or let us know if you would like a meeting to be arranged. 

 

We run parent workshops and events throughout the year where you will be invited into 

school. We want you to feel part of our school community and value your feedback on 

our sessions.  

 

Please ensure you have told us who will be collecting your child. They should be added 

to the contact list. If a person is unknown to us, we will contact you to get your permission 

that they can be collected.  
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Statutory Framework 

Please see below the early learning goals (ELGs) that we aim to help every child achieve 

by the end of reception. 
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How can you support your child when they start Reception? 

 

  
Independence 

Ensure your child knows how to use the toilet independently. Teach them to flush and wash 

their hands after use. 

Let them get dressed. This can be practised daily and will allow the children to be confident 

when getting changed for PE. Their fine motor skills will develop if they can do their own zip 

or buttons. Make sure they can put their own coat on so they can access our outdoor area 

independently. 

Managing Feelings 

Every child needs to learn how to manage their emotions and how they do this will 

depend on their personal experiences. 

Give them opportunities to share and take turns so they can learn that they can’t have 

what they want all the time. 

Talk to your child about the emotions they are displaying so they understand what they 

are feeling e.g. happy, scared, angry 

Giving children a routine will help to know when things are finished. For example, limit 

time on how long your child spends on their tablet and give them warnings so they know 

what to expect.  

Set boundaries so they know your expectations this can be tidying up their toys when 

they have finished playing. 

 

Physical Development 

The more movement the better! Your child needs to develop gross and fine motor skills. 

Big actions and movements will help strengthen your child’s muscles and enable them to 

use resources such as Lego and pencils. 

Let them explore outside where they can run, crawl, jump and climb. 

We do lots of brain breaks at nursery that helps children learn how to dance and move 

rhythmically, continue these at home. https://www.youtube.com/@DannyGo or check 

out cosmic kids yoga which is a good way to help your child develop their physical 

development and think about their actions. https://www.youtube.com/@CosmicKidsYoga 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@DannyGo
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Communication is Key! 

Talk, talk, talk! The more conversations your child has had, the more confident they will be 

to talk to others. 

Spend time naming objects, telling them what you are doing and asking them questions. 

This will help build up their vocabulary and understanding. 

Help develop their listening skills through games, activities that require focused attention 

and giving them instructions. 

Look at books and talk about the characters and the events in the story. Use different 

voices and encourage the children to join in. 

 

 

Reading 

What signs do you notice in the environment? Talk to your child about road signs, names 

on shops and logos on clothes. 

Let your child handle a book, teach them how to hold it properly and turn the pages 

carefully. Can they notice where the words are? 

Share a bedtime story 

Start looking at phonics sounds to help your child recognise the letters. Can they spot any 

letters from their name? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCKu-m-

8czk&list=PLBylnf4b6qQvsCziWw816PVJ7ye7ef9gO  

 

 
Be Creative 

Allow time for your child to explore sensory, messy play. This could include drawing, 

painting, baking and making things. 

Can you make a picture and write your name on it when you have finished? Children will 

practise writing their name every day at school. 

 

 
Think Mathematical 

Number hunts around the local area will help with number recognition. What door number 

do you live at? Can you order numbers from 0-10? 

Shapes are everywhere! What shapes do you see inside and outside? 

Explore and sort objects. Show your child different materials and ask them to tell you what 

they notice. Can they sort them into colours, size, shape, amounts? Can they make a 

pattern? Can you match numerals to amounts? 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCKu-m-8czk&list=PLBylnf4b6qQvsCziWw816PVJ7ye7ef9gO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCKu-m-8czk&list=PLBylnf4b6qQvsCziWw816PVJ7ye7ef9gO

