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Welcome to Nursery 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

We are so pleased you have chosen to send your child to our Nursery at Boothroyd Primary 

Academy. Our vision for all children who walk through our door is to put them at the heart 

of everything we do, ensure they feel safe and cared for, as well as providing them with a 

language rich, child led environment indoors & outdoors that is high quality, inspiring and 

thought provoking. We aim to give children experiences that will develop their knowledge, 

skills and understanding so they can grow up to be smart, kind, empathetic adults who 

have the drive and passion to have a successful future. 

Eligibility 

All children in England aged three and four are eligible for 15 hours free childcare, meaning 

all families qualify for the scheme. If your child is three or four years old, you get 15 hours 

free childcare or early education per week for 38 weeks of the year. 

You can usually get 30 hours free childcare if you (and your partner, if you have one) are 

in work. Please see the government website for more information https://www.gov.uk/30-

hours-free-childcare. If you are eligible for 30 hours free childcare then please contact our 

school office to enquire about a place as we have limited availability for full time places. 

 

Our offer 

If you are eligible for 15 hours free child care then you can choose to send your child to 

nursery for our morning or afternoon session. We can currently offer up to 32 places for the 

morning session and 24 places for our afternoon session to keep us in line with statutory 

ratios. Once your child turns three, they are entitled to start nursery. We offer a 

September, January and Easter start.  

We have a qualified teacher who plans for both sessions, along with 2 level 3 nursery 

nurses. Your child will be allocated a key person who will complete assessments, lead  

https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare
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parents evening sessions and complete your child’s report at the end of the academic 

year.  Snack is provided though out each session and this is free of charge.   

We offer a home visit as the initial meeting so your child is in a familiar surrounding when 

meeting one of the staff for the first time. We will provide you with a home pack with some 

information in about nursery and some goodies for your child to explore. Following this, 

your child will be offered a settling in session where they can come explore the nursery for 

1 hour with a parent, we understand how daunting it can be to leave your child with a 

stranger and want you to feel as involved as possible, to understand our offer and see it in 

practice. We will then offer a 2nd session where your child can stay alone for another hour, 

this is to ensure they are settled and are confident to come to nursery. We understand 

that every child is different, and we will try to accommodate, where possible extra 

sessions if needed. We want to work in partnership with you to make attending nursery an 

easy transition for you and your child.  

 

Session Times 

Nursery AM runs from 8.45am - 11-45am 

Nursery PM runs from 12.15pm - 3.15pm 

Nursery All day runs from 8.45am – 3.15pm, lunch is currently included. 

 

Daily Timetable 

AM 8.45-

9.00 

9.00-

9.05 

9.05-

9.15 

9.15-

9.20 

9.20-

9.30 

9.30-

9.40 

9.40-10.00 10.00-

11.00 

11.00-

11.10 

11.10-

11.20 

11.20-

11.30 

11.30-

11.45 

 Directed 

provision 

activities 

Wake 

up, 

shake 

up 

Maths 

Enquiry 

Brain 

break 

Enquiry Snack 

& 

Story 

Adult led 

provision tasks 

Child led 

continuous 

provision 

Tidy 

up 

Phonics Rhyme 

time 

Songs, 

story, 

home 

PM 12-15-

12.30 

12.30-

12.35 

12.35-

12.45 

12.45-

12.50 

12.50-

1.00 

1.00-

1.10 

1.10-2.10 2.10-2.30 2.30-

2.40 

2.40-

2.50 

2.50-

3.00 

3.05-

3.15 

 Directed 

provision 

activities 

Wake 

up, 

shake 

up 

Maths 

Enquiry 
Brain 

break 
Enquiry Snack 

& 

Story 

Child led 

continuous 

provision 

Adult led 

provision 

tasks 

 

Tidy 

up 
Phonics Rhyme 

time 
Songs, 

story, 

home 

 

Full day children will be taken by a member of the team during the adult led focus 

activities in the afternoon to complete a different activity to ensure they are not 

repeating the morning.  

 

Boothroyd Primary Academy does offer breakfast club from 8.00am and after school club 

until 4.30pm for a daily charge. Please contact the school office if you would like to use 

this service. Please bear in mind this service is separate to our nursery offer. 
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Uniform 

For all children who attend our nursery, we expect them to come in full school uniform. 

 

 

Clothes:
 

• White polo shirt and a royal blue jumper or cardigan.  

• You can choose from the following:  tunic dress, skirt, trousers or shorts – these all 

need to be dark grey. 

Footwear:
 

• Black footwear without logos. No trainers unless plain black. We do not allow 

shoes with heels for health & safety reasons. 
 

Please name everything. 
 

Hair: 
We ask children with long hair to tie this up when doing PE or other physical activity for 

safety reasons and may on occasion ask children to tie back long hair if there are 

confirmed cases of headlice in their class. 
 

Headdress: 

• If a pupil would like to wear a head scarf then this must be black or grey. 
 

Jewellery and nail varnish: 

• Piercings are allowed but studs not hoops should be worn and nail varnish should 

be on natural nails and not on acrylics or false nails.  

• No other jewellery except that worn for religious purposes should be worn and all 

jewellery should be removed for PE for safety reasons. 
 

We provide a Book Bag. 
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We recommend sending your child to school with a bag of spare clothes, they can keep 

at nursery and be changed into if needed throughout the day. They can also bring a 

water bottle. 

 

If your child is still in nappies, please send enough nappies and wipes for each day. If your 

child needs nappy cream applying, please also send this with them. 

 

Attendance 

As a school we aim for children to attend 100%, with a minimum expectation of 95%. We 

understand that some times absences can’t be helped due to illness, in this case, please 

ring the school office to make us aware that your child won’t be attending. If you are 

unsure if your child can attend, please ring the school office or bring them in and we will 

send them home if necessary. 

 

If your child’s attendance continues to decline, you may be invited into school to have 

an attendance support meeting with our pastoral team. Please note that if attendance 

continues to decline, a home visit may be carried out by our pastoral team to check in 

and provide support. 

 

As our places in nursery are limited, it is important your child attends as much as possible 

as we have others on our waiting list who your space may be given to if attendance is 

poor. You will be given notice of this. 

 

 

 

Parents can encourage good 

attendance by: 

Having a regular bedtime & 

morning routine 

Make time for a healthy breakfast 

Talk about all the fun your child will 

have at nursery and what they can 

look forward to 

Arrange medical appointments 

and holidays outside of term time 

Talk to the staff in nursery if your 

child has any anxieties 
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Safeguarding 

The health, safety and welfare of all our children is of paramount importance to all the 

adults who work in our school. Our children have the right to protection, regardless of 

age, gender, race, culture or disability. They have a right to be safe in school. 

We are required to have rigorous policies and procedures in place to safeguard children. 

If staff have any concerns about a child then we follow the procedures outlined in our 

policy which may include reporting concerns to social services. 

 

It may be helpful to know that the law places a duty on the Principal and staff to report 

any obvious signs or suspected cases of child abuse – which include non-accidental 

injury, neglect, emotional abuse and/or sexual abuse. The procedures are intended to 

protect children at risk and all schools and academies nationally are expected to take 

the attitude that where there are grounds for concern it is better to be safe than sorry. 

 

This does mean that the Academy staff risk upsetting some parents/carers by reporting a 

case which, on investigation, proves unfounded. In such circumstances, it is hoped that 

parents and carers would accept that the staff acted in what were believed to the 

child’s best interests of the child. 

 

In line with government requirements the Academy maintains a central list of checks on 

appointed staff and adults who work in or visit the Academy. Any volunteer or parent 

working in the Academy are subject to full background checks. The Academy has an 

agreed Child Protection Policy. 

 

The Academy has several members of staff who have undertaken specialist training and 

take on the roles of Designated Safeguarding Lead (i.e. to deal with safeguarding and 

child protection concerns). 

 

Designated Safeguarding Staff 
  

 

 

 

 
  
  

DSL & Principal      Deputy DSL Assistant Principal     Deputy DSL Assistant Principal     Deputy DSL Pastoral  

                                                                                                                                                            Manager  

   Matt Birkett                         Danielle Smith                                 Claire Armitage                            Gail Swaine 
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Meet Our Nursery Staff 

Our team have a wide range of qualifications and experience within the early years and 

aim to provide the best care and learning opportunities for your child. 

 

                           

       Mrs Clayton                     Miss Mills                   Mrs Redgwick                Mrs Jackson 

  EYFS Lead, Deputy    Level 3 Nursery Nurse    Level 3 Nursery Nurse         Level 4 HLTA 

DSL & Nursery Teacher    

    

  

                                     

                      Mrs Coates                            Mrs Patel                          Mrs Yasin 

                Reception Teacher             Learning Coach             Learning Coach 

              & Early Years SENDCO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Boothroyd Primary Academy                                                                                                                                                                        

Where we all shine brightly                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

Our Key Principles 

Our curriculum is centred around the 4 guiding principles of the EYFS framework, below is 

our approach to ensuring these principles are at the forefront of our practice. 

 

 

 
 

Curriculum Overview 

In Nursery, we focus on the prime areas whilst also developing children’s vocabulary, 

knowledge, skills and understanding in the specific areas. There is a clear sequence of 

teaching linked to vocabulary, supported by high quality texts, songs and rhymes and this 

underpins our curriculum. Some children attend our nursery across 2 years. Our curriculum 

is planned over three terms for the children that will attend from September – July, before 

entering Reception. For the children who enter In January, who will be with us for 5 terms 

and the children who enter after Easter, who will be with us for 4 terms, we work on basic 

skills and vocabulary in preparation for their year before reception. We believe that by 

doing this, the children will have the opportunity to revisit and reinforce knowledge which 

enables them to build upon their body of knowledge. 

Throughout nursery, we focus on building independent skills through weekly challenges such as 

getting dressed, zipping their coats up and brushing their teeth. We also heavily focus on emotion 

work during the first half term and use the zones of regulation throughout the year to help children 

understand their feelings and behaviours. To ensure our children feel safe in our environment, we 

spend the first three weeks focusing on getting to know the children and teaching them how to 

use the provision. For our new nursery starters who join us in January and after Easter, we make 

sure we have a week where staff can solely focus on building relationships and helping the 

children adjust into a new routine. 
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Curriculum Coverage 

Below is an overview of the enquiries we have carefully selected to explore with your child 

during their time at nursery. The enquiries include children’s interests and give them the 

opportunity to develop prior knowledge that will support them going into reception. Our 

enquiries are supported by various texts that your child will become familiar with 

throughout the year, these texts are revisited throughout the year during story time so they 

can get a deeper understanding and build  a love for reading. 

 

We regularly assess the children termly and will monitor your child’s progress. This is based 

upon teacher judgement and the interactions we have with your child as we believe 

these are the most reliable sources. We will also use any evidence we have collected in 

our learning journeys or our online platform Evidence Me to support these judgements.  

We will give you regular updates on how your child is doing and provide you with 

resources to support them at home if needed.  

 

If you require more information about what we will be doing each week, please see our 

Long-Term Plan which is available on our website. 

 Enquiry Maths Enquiry Phonics 

Autumn 

1  

Settling in   

What makes me, Me?   

What makes a family?   

Skill focus using children’s interests as a 

guide 

Colours 

Matching 

sorting 

Phase 1 Aspects 1-7 

Autumn 

2  

What colours can I make?   

What is Diwali?   

What can I find outside?   

What is Christmas?   

Skills focus using children’s interests as a 

guide 

Number 1 

Number 2 

Patterns 

Foundations for phonics 
Phonemic awareness focus: 

Teach children to hear the 

same initial sound for words 

and names of objects.  

  

Oral blending focus: Teach 

children to blend CVC 

words using oral blending 

and objects  

 

Spring 1  Vocabulary 

Focus   

For children who 

will be in nursery 

over a year  

What do you need when 

you go outside?   

What is your favourite 

animal?   

What animal made that 

noise?   

What is Chinese New 

Year?   

   

Number 3 

Number 4 

Foundations for phonics 
Phonemic awareness focus: 

Teach children to identify 

initial sounds of words and 

names of objects. Teach 

children to distinguish 

different sounds.  

  

Oral blending focus Teach 

children to blend a wider 

range of CVC words using 

oral blending. 
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New starters 

settling in   

Emotions   

Farm Animals   

Animal noises   

Transport   

 

Spring 2  Transport   

Wild animals   

Food   

What can we see in our 

wonderful world?   

What is Ramadan?   

Where did the egg 

come from?   

Skill focus using 

children’s interests as a 

guide 

Number 5 

Number 6 

Height & length 

Foundations for phonics 
Phonemic awareness focus: 

Teach children to identify 

initial sounds of words and 

names of objects. Teach 

children to articulate 

sounds correctly – including 

playing with voice sounds.  

  

Oral blending focus: Teach 

children to blend a wider 

range of words using oral 

blending.  

 

Summer 

1  

New starters 

settling in   

People   

Colours   

Similarities & 

differences   

   

What does my seed 

need to grow?   

What does a caterpillar 

need to grow?   

What makes us strong?   

Which materials are 

strong enough to build a 

house?   

Should you go inside 

someone else’s house 

without asking?   

Mass  

Capacity 

More than/fewer than 

One more 

One less 

Foundations for phonics 
Phonemic awareness focus: 

Teach children to identify 

initial sounds of words and 

objects.  

  

Oral blending focus: Teach 

children to blend a wider 

range of words using oral 

blending  

 

 

Summer 

2  

Rhyming   How can I be 

‘Reception Ready’?   

How am I feeling?   

Eid celebrations 

   

2d Shape 

3d Shape 

1-5 revision 

Order events of the day 

Positional language 

Foundations for phonics 
Phonemic awareness focus: 

Teach children to identify 

the final sounds of words 

and objects.  

  

Oral blending focus: Teach 

children to blend a wide 

range of words using oral 

blending  
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Nursery Classroom 

Our provision comprises clearly defined areas that the children can access 

independently. Our core provision will stay the same. However, it will be enriched with 

resources the children have been specifically taught to use throughout the year. This 

enables the children to progress and develop their skills in that area. Enhancements are 

also used to promote curiosity, awe and wonder; they may be linked to our weekly 

enquiry, specific skills the children need to develop or children’s interest. We value every 

voice and want to include as many of the children’s interests as possible, as this allows us 

to build upon their existing knowledge. 
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Outdoor Area 

Our outdoor provision is used to support children’s physical development. Children can 

access various areas of provision to develop their gross motor skills, such as bikes, climbing 

area, an obstacle course, a digging area, balancing equipment and a range of ball 

games. Our outdoor offer compliments our indoor provision as it is an area used to 

develop skills that cannot be done inside. Children also have the opportunity to 

investigate the natural world in our mud kitchen and gardening area as well as use their 

imagination through den building and construction area. We firmly believe in the 

importance of children exploring the natural world, whatever the weather, because of 

this our classroom door is open to the outdoor provision for the children to explore freely 

at their own choice. Please ensure they are sent to nursery dressed appropriately for all 

weather conditions. 
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Forest Area  

We visit our school forest area every week on a Friday to develop key outdoor skills and 

provide children with new experiences. We focus on the weather and how the 

environment changes throughout the year. Please ensure your children is wearing 

appropriate clothing for the weather. We recommend sending them with wellies and 

waterproof clothing.  
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Parent Partnership 

 

Our school uses Class Charts as a way of communicating with parents. Announcements 

to the whole class may be made or individual messages can be sent between the nursery 

staff and parents. You can download the app by searching it on your app store. School 

will then provide you with a log in code. 

 

Pictures and observations of your child’s progress are recorded on Evidence Me. You can 

download this app on your app store and then will be contacted by email on how to log 

in. Pictures of your child are only shared with you and you can download them to your 

own device. We love to get the whole picture of a child and have enabled the app to 

allow parents to upload their own observations. This allows us to see what your child 

enjoys doing at home and they can upload evidnece of any homework challenges we 

may set.  

 

Parent consultations will also be available throughout the year, however if you would like 

to speak to a member of staff about your child, then please feel free to talk to us in a 

morning or after school or let us know if you would like a meeting to be arranged. 

 

We run parent workshops and events throughout the year where you will be invited into 

school. We want you to feel part of our school community and value your feedback on 

our sessions.  

 

Please ensure you have told us who will be collecting your child. They should be added 

to the contact list. If a person is unknown to us, we will contact you to get your permission 

that they can be collected.  
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How can you support your child when they start nursery? 

 

  
Independence 

Regular daily exercise is a must! Your child needs to walk as much as possible to develop 

and strengthen the muscles in their legs. Avoid carrying your child or using push chairs. 

Encourage your child to drink from a cup and not a bottle.  

Ensure your child knows how to use the toilet independently. Teach them to flush and wash 

their hands after use. 

Let them put their coat and shoes on. This can be practised daily and will allow the children 

not to rely on others to go outside. Their fine motor skills will develop if they can do their 

own zip or buttons. 

Managing Feelings 

Every child needs to learn how to manage their emotions and how they do this will 

depend on their personal experiences. 

Give them opportunities to share and take turns so they can learn that they can’t have 

what they want all the time. 

Talk to your child about the emotions they are displaying so they understand what they 

are feeling e.g. happy, scared, angry 

Giving children a routine will help to know when things are finished. For example, limit 

time on how long your child spends on their tablet and give them warnings so they know 

what to expect.  

Set boundaries so they know your expectations this can be tidying up their toys when 

they have finished playing. 

 

Physical Development 

The more movement the better! Your child needs to develop gross and fine motor skills. 

Big actions and movements will help strengthen your child’s muscles and enable them to 

use resources such as Lego and pencils. 

Let them explore outside where they can run, crawl, jump and climb. 

We do lots of brain breaks at nursery that helps children learn how to dance and move 

rhythmically, continue these at home. https://www.youtube.com/@DannyGo or check 

out cosmic kids yoga which is a good way to help your child develop their physical 

development and think about their actions. https://www.youtube.com/@CosmicKidsYoga 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@DannyGo
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Communication is Key! 

Talk, talk, talk! The more conversations your child has had, the more confident they will be 

to talk to others. 

Spend time naming objects, telling them what you are doing and asking them questions. 

This will help build up their vocabulary and understanding. 

Help develop their listening skills through games, activities that require focused attention 

and giving them instructions. 

Look at books and talk about the characters and the events in the story. Use different 

voices and encourage the children to join in. 

 

 
Reading 

What signs do you notice in the environment? Talk to your child about road signs, names on 

shops and logos on clothes. 

Let your child handle a book, teach them how to hold it properly and turn the pages 

carefully. Can they notice where the words are? 

 

 
Be Creative 

Allow time for your child to explore sensory, messy play. This could include drawing, 

painting, baking and making things. 

 

 

Think Mathematical 

Number hunts around the local area will help with number recognition. What door number 

do you live at? 

Shapes are everywhere! What shapes do you see inside and outside? 

Explore and sort objects. Show your child different materials and ask them to tell you what 

they notice. Can they sort them into colours, size, shape, amounts? Can they make a 

pattern? Introduce counting by touching each item and changing the number name.  

 

 


