
Music Curriculum Vision 

At Boothroyd our music curriculum is intent on providing every pupil to become a confident musician by the time they leave 

us in Year 6.  Our staff understand the importance of music and how this subject plays a vital role in other key areas such as: 

listening skills, reading, counting, memory, mental health and well-being, confidence, respect and performance.  Scientific 

research shows that music is a key subject to helping children achieve and reach their full potential and especially aid in the 

mental health of all pupils, and allows them to have a vital outlet to explore their creative and artistic side.  

Our music curriculum has been designed specifically for our pupils and over their time they will learn musical skills through

learning to play several instruments including: singing, ocarina, recorder, hand drum, ukulele, keyboard, cornet, African 

drums and samba drumming.  Through these instruments the pupils learn how to read and write music and create their own 

compositions.  They will also learn about music composers and the instruments of the orchestra.

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including 

the works of the great composers and musicians 

• learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity 

to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of 

musical excellence 

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related 

dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

Intent: We aim to enable children to …



The music curriculum is taught as a discrete subject by a specialist Music teacher. Our scheme of work has been especially designed for the pupils 

and every effort has been made to make the music and instrument as accessible as possible for all children to access.  Musical listening activities 

are built in to lessons throughout the year and the pupils talk about the music they have listened to or watched in lessons to help develop their 

musical vocabulary

The school follows the New Model Curriculum for music and ensures a clear and sequenced progression which is taught systematically for all pupils 

to acquire the intended knowledge and skills.  The key skills and knowledge are taught through an instrumental based curriculum. The school also 

holds a range clubs for pupils to develop their musical skills even further with a choir and a ukulele club.  The school also provides opportunities for 

individual instrumental lessons within the curriculum time. 

Parents are given the opportunity throughout the year to come and watch performances of their children.  Also, musical trips and special music 

sessions are arrange throughout the year for our pupils to experience music outside of school

Each year group have a different musical instrument which we use to teach the pupils the musical skills needed to make progression and become 

a musician: 

In Reception the pupils learn about basic pulse and rhythm and learn to develop their voices and begin to sing.  Many of the children we serve 

have not been exposed to singing before due to their cultural background so it is important that we start to develop this important skill at such a 

young age.  The children also learn how to copy rhythms and create soundscape compositions through the percussion instruments.

In Year 1 the pupils learn how to play the hand drum to develop rhythm and pulse and they also learn the four-hole ocarina and learn how to 

play this instrument through reading musical notation.  They also continue to develop their singing.  The scheme of work has been especially 

designed for the pupils and every effort has been made to make the music and instrument as accessible as possible for all children to access.  

They also learn how to compose and write a simple 2 to 4 bar melody and learn to play this on their ocarina.  Musical listening activities are also 

brought in later in the year and the pupils talk about the music they have listened to or have watched in lessons, to help develop their musical 

vocabulary.  

In Year 2 the pupils learn to play more complicated rhythms on the hand drums and they also learn how to play the treble recorder and how to 

read musical notation as well as develop their singing further.  They learn how to compose for the recorder and play their own composition.

Implementation: How do we achieve our aims?



In Year 3 the pupils learn to play more complicated rhythms and instead of the hand drum, the pupils now progress onto the ukulele and singing.  

This is the instrument we use in Year 3 to help the children develop their musical skills further.  They learn about chords and reading ukulele chord 

sheets as well as how to strum using a plectrum. They also learn how to write their own blues song and perform these to each other.  Singing is part 

of their music sessions.  They also learn how to use garage band to create their own electronic musical composition.

In Year 4 the pupils learn to play the keyboard.  They are taught the technique you use on the piano and by the end of the year can play the 

keyboard with two hands using the correct hand shape and technique as well as reading music. The pupils also write their own keyboard 

compositions and play these to each other. Children learn to sing in unison and in simple 2 part songs and rounds, developing their listening and 

performing skills and pitching. 

In Year 5 the pupils learn to play the keyboard and the cornet.  They are taught the correct techniques and they learn the notes of the treble clef 

as well as play more advanced rhythms and learn to play different parts. Singing is also taught throughout the year and children learn to sing in 

unison, in rounds and also in simple harmony, developing their listening and performing skills and pitching. 

In Year 6 the pupils learn to play the glockenspiel with 4-part harmony, the African drums, Samba drums, keyboard as well as recording their own 

composition using audacity.  They are taught correct techniques for each instrument and are expected to compose music for each of them along 

the way. Singing is also taught throughout the year and children learn to sing in unison different parts and rounds and also in harmony. They will 

focus on performing skills and perform to an audience by the end of the year. We have a very clear system for evidencing the progress the children 

make through the Music floor book for each year group with annotations and pupil voice.

The school uses assessment through all contextual groups carefully to address common issues, plan, focus and embed knowledge and skills across 

music and the wider curriculum.  The music curriculum has been designed so as many children as possible can access playing the instrument.  

Coloured stickers are put onto instruments and the music is also colour coded with numbers to enable as many children as possible to access and 

play music together.

Pupils with SEND join in the music lessons and due to the very careful planning and preparation of the instruments and schemes of work as well as 

the repetitive teaching process, progress is made by all pupils.

Implementation: How do we achieve our aims?



Our curriculum enables us to find the pupils who have a talent in this area and help guide them towards becoming 

musicians in the future.  We are also able to give every child in school the opportunity to learn to play at least 5 different 

musical instruments throughout their time at Boothroyd and we know that some children will leave our school as young 

musicians, who will carry on their musical learning long into the future.

The skills the pupils develop in music are numerous and help the child in all aspects of their personal development as well as 

in all subjects across school. 

By the time pupils leave Boothroyd Primary School they will:

➢ Show enthusiasm for music

➢ Enjoy and appreciate music in all forms 

➢ Make progress through the music curriculum and demonstrate musical knowledge and skills 

➢ Be confident in performers, composers and listeners who are able to express themselves musically 

Impact: How will we know we have achieved our aims ?


