
SMSC in History 

Spiritual Development Moral Development

Social Development Cultural Development

• By considering how things would be different if the course of events had been 

different. For example: what difference would it have made if Boudicca’s revolt had 

been successful?

• By learning about  impact that significant historical figures have had on the way we 

live now e.g. Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole

• By  reflecting on how we mark important events from history and the people who 

shaped them. E.g., Why do we remember November 5th?

• Looking at local history and investigating the reasons why there is a

landmark, building or museum and the significance 

• By reflecting on the results of right and wrong behaviour in the past, e.g., 

the lives of workers in the time of the Industrial Revolution and  

Boudicca’s revolt

• Going beyond the facts and asking pupils to make hypotheses and pose 

questions such as ‘what if…?’,   ‘What is right to?’ and ‘what would have 

happened if ?’

• Considering different perspectives and showing empathy. Is this 

evidence reliable? 

• By thinking about how historical events show us how we should  treat one 

another and teach us how we wouldn’t want to behave towards one 

another, for example World War 2

• Discussing communities were organised in the past. E.g. Saxon communities 

and Egyptian class systems and making comparisons 

• Learning about how other cultures have had a major impact on the 

development of ‘British’ culture. E.g. The influence of the Greeks on the 

western world.

• By encouraging pupils to talk to their parents and grandparents; for example, 

in year 1 children ask: what was TV like when you were my age?

• Encouraging pupils to think about what past societies have contributed to our 

culture today.

• Studying history from different cultural backgrounds and gaining understanding 

and empathy for how they may be different interpretations of history. 

• By investigate historical figures who have shaped Britain and/or left a legacy 

within our culture, e.g., King Alfred and Queen Elizabeth I.

• Developing a better understanding of our multicultural society through studying 

links between local, British, European and World history.


