Core Disciplinary Concepts in History

How a historian thinks about and interacts with the past (and present) to decide upon what is
‘known’; what is ‘truth’; what is ‘fact’; what can be ‘evidenced’.
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We have identified these core concepts which act as lenses through which to consider the different aspects
of history. These concepts ensure that we connect with prior learning in order to model and guide our
learners from one unit of learning to the next - from one year group or phase, to the next.

Our dedicated subject leaders at Boothroyd Primary Academy ensure these National Curriculum aims and
the historical concepts are consistently reflected across the learning of each year group. We are able to
assess for meaning and adapt and respond accordingly to the level of meaning made by learners.




How a historian thinks about and interacts with the past (and present) to decide upon what is:

what is ‘known'’

Chronology
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Chronology is the study of the

big picture of events across time.

This means that children
gradually build up a sense of
how periods and events fit
together in sequence. In this
concept, it is also necessary to
develop understanding of
historical language and
terminology, the idea of
sequence, duration, and the
sense of period.

Children will develop
their understanding of
historical enquiry by
asking and framing
questions; undertaking
research; making
judgments and
effectively

Historical Significance
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A person or event can be
significant for good or bad
reasons. It is someone that
did something important that
changed people’s lives,
thoughts or behaviours at the
time or after.

Itis an event that led to
important changes in an
aspect of life either at the

fime orin the future.

Historical Enquiry

communicating answers.

what is ‘truth’

Cause and Conseqguence
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Important events or changes
in history can have many
different causes , some of
which can be hidden from
view. Each cause will play a
part but some causes may be
regarded as more important
than others.

It allows children to
understand more of ‘why’ an

event happened and the
impact it had afterwards.

what is ‘fact’

Historical Evidence

Use of historical
evidence is the way
historians draw
conclusions and
answer questions
about the past.

what can be ‘evidenced’

Continuity and Change

Many things from the past are
different from today; some
things have changed but some
are the same. Changes can
take place across and within
periods of history. Change and
continuity can both present at
the same time in chronologies
of the past. Change can

sometimes mean decline as
well as progress.
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Similarity and Difference
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In its simplest form, this
conceptis what is the
same and difference
about two sources; two
periods in time; two
significant events or
people.

Historical Interpretation

This concept helps children to
develop the understanding that
history is not just about knowing
the events of the past but also
the way such events are
presented.

These presentations of the past
come in a variety of forms and
children should be able to reflect
purposefully on their worth




Substantive Concepts

The key themes that run
throughout our history curriculum
help children to connect and build
their understanding of periods of
history.

Power

Know who has ruled over different societies. Understand how governments changed
and developed across time periods or between places. Explain how the government
of different societies impacted decisions made in history. Know what can cause
conflict including the differing opinions and beliefs across societies. Understand the
impact conflict can have on those living through it

Invention

The role of invention in historical progression is emphasised, as students learn
about the transformative ideas, technologies, and strategies that have shaped
societies and cultures over time. The history of trade and industry is also
explored, highlighting how economies and societies have been influenced by
these pivotal aspects of human development.

Society

Understand now how societies have lived, built and changed over time.
Understand how their achievements impacted their own development, other
societies and the lives we live today.

Beliefs

Understanding the historical narrative from people from different backgrounds
(including race, class and gender).. Know what religions and beliefs the
societies in the past followed. Knowing how these have changed over time
and how they have impacted decisions made.




