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Drawing maps using 
symbols and pictures

Exploring contrasting 
environments. Creating 

environments in the small world

Celebrate and value cultures, 
religious and community events 

and experiences

Recognising similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 

countries

EYFS Curriculum Progression:  Geography 

What and Why?

Within Early Years, Knowledge and Understanding of the World is taught through the

children’s naturally inquisitive and creative minds, through well-thought provision,

enhancement and quality interactions with a focus on developing geographical

vocabulary and learning about the world through first-hand experience, stories and play.

This is then supplemented through carefully selected activities from the program that

further the children’s interests or complement our current enquiry.

.

The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the 
EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds 
and Reception :

Walks, routes and 

trails

What Geography looks like in the Early 
Years:

Observing the changing 

seasons and the natural 

world around them 

Sensory tables of 

natural objects

Explore textures and 

a variety of materials

Equipment for exploring different types 

of weather, such as wellies and 

waterproofs

Using language of proximity and 

direction e.g. next to that large 
oak tree

Sharing stories of people and places -

ensuring a balance of gender and 

diversity

Looking at aerial views of 
familiar places 

Daily weather 
conversations

Building structures of 
buildings in the small world 

area

Festivals from 
around the world 

Development Matters ELG 
Nursery 3-4: Understanding the world

• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of 

natural materials.

• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or 

different properties.

• Talk about what they see, using a wide 

vocabulary.

• Talk about the differences between materials and 

changes they notice.

• Know that there are different countries in the world 

and talk about the differences they have 

experienced or seen in photos.

Reception: Understanding the world 

• Draw information from a simple map.

• Recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other countries.

• Explore the natural world around them.

• Recognise some environments that are different to 

the one in which they live.

ELG People and 

Communities

• Describe their 

immediate environment 

using knowledge from 

observations, discussions, 

stories, non-fiction texts 

and maps

. • Explain some similarities 

and differences between 

the natural world around 

them and contrasting 

environments, drawing on 

their experiences and 

what has been read to 

them in class.

ELG The Natural World 

• Explore the natural world 

around them, making 

observations and drawing 

pictures of animals and 

plants.

• Know some similarities 

and differences between 

the natural world around 

them and contrasting 

environments. Drawing on 

their experiences and what 

has been read to them in 

class

. • Understand some 

important processes and 

changes in the natural 

world around them, 

including the seasons and 

changing states of matter



EYFS Connect Year 1 Connect Year 2 Connect Year 3 Connect Year 4 Connect Year 5 Connect Year 6
Next Stage 

ready… Year 7
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Nursery

Know that 

direction can be 

followed and 

leads to different 

locations

Direct a friend 

from A to B using 

positional 

language What is 

your house 

number?

Reception 

Describe my own 

immediate 

environment 

using knowledge 

from observation, 

discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts 

and maps 

Know about the 

features of the 

world and Earth.

Pupils will be 

familiar with the 

school locality 

Know the 

names and

locate of the 

four

countries that 

make up

the UK and 

locate them

on a map

To describe 

some of the 

features of an 

island

To be able to 

tell

someone my 

address

including my 

postcode.

To name the 

nearest city to 

where I live.

Know the 

name of and 

locate the four 

capital cities 

of England, 

Wales, 

Scotland and 

Northern

Ireland

Pupils in Year 1 

have come 

across the names 

of the continents 

through some of 

the stories they 

will have read

They know of 

London and that 

it is our capital 

city.

Pupils have 

learned about 

the four countries 

that make up the 

UK in Year 1

Know the names of 

and

locate the seven

continents of the 

world

Know the names 

of and

locate the five 

oceans

of the world

Name the three 

main seas that 

surround the UK

Some pupils 

may have been 

on holiday in a 

European city

However, some 

may have been 

but not linked 

the city to 

Europe. Some 

may have 

familiarity 

through foods, 

e.g. pizza

Cultural 

experiences 

may have 

familiarised 

some pupils with 

different 

European food

They may be 

familiar with a 

globe but not 

with the 

southern and 

northern 

hemispheres

To be able to 

identify the position 

and significance of 

Equator and the N. 

and S. Hemispheres

(Tropic of cancer 

and

Capricorn)

Know what is 

meant by the term 

‘tropics’

Know the name of 

four countries from 

the southern and 

four from the 

northern 

hemisphere

Know the names of 

and locate at least 

eight counties and 

at least six cities in 

England

Know there the 

main mountain 

ranges are in the UK

Know the name of 

and locate the 

world’s highest 

mountain range

To be able to 

identify key 

topographical 

features in UK 

mountains and land 

use pattern

Other cities like 

Islamabad may 

well be known to 

them through 

personal 

experiences or 

television. 

Some may be 

familiar with a 

local river and 

may have heard 

of The River Nile 

through their 

Ancient Egyptian 

learning

Pupils know what 

a city, country 

and a continent 

is

They will know 

the difference 

between Great 

Britain, the British 

Isles and the 

United Kingdom 

of Great Britain 

and Northern 

Ireland.

Pupils have 

studied hot and 

cold places in 

Year 1. 

They will be 

familiar with a 

world map 

where the 

equator, tropic 

of cancer, tropic 

of Capricorn and 

Greenwich 

Meridian are.

Know the 

names of and 

locate at least 

six European 

countries

Find the same 

place on a 

globe and an 

atlas

Locate on a 

world map 

where the and 

Greenwich 

Meridian is.

To know the 

names of and 

locate a 

number of the 

world’s longest 

river

To be able to 

identify key 

topographical 

features in UK 

rivers and land 

use patterns

From learning in 

Years 3 and 4 

pupils know 

some European 

countries and 

capitals

In addition, 

learning about 

the Romans has 

added to the 

knowledge 

pupils already 

have

Some pupils, 

through football 

will have links to 

South American 

countries and 

their capitals

Some pupils 

may have 

awareness that 

Pakistan are on 

different time 

zones than we 

are

In Y4 children 

were introduced 

to the 

Greenwich 

Meridian

Some may have 

experienced 

flying to 

different places 

in the world and 

recognised the 

different time 

when they arrive 

at their 

destination

Know the names 

and

locate number of

World countries 

and

capital cities

Know the name of 

and

location a number 

of

South or North 

American

countries

To be able to 

identify the 

position and 

significance of 

latitude/longitude 

and the 

Greenwich 

Meridian. Linking 

with science, time 

zones, night and 

day

Know about 

times zones and 

work 

out differences

To be able to 

identify the 

position 

and significance 

of latitude/longitu

de and the 

Greenwich Meridi

an, in order 

to work out time

zones 

and understand 

night and day 

(build on

from science.

Know the names 

and

locate number of

World countries 

and

capital cities

Know and 

locate high, 

middle and 

low income 

countries 

Pupils are very 

familiar with the 

continents of 

the world and 

the world’s 

oceans

They know and 

are able to 

locate several 

European 

countries 

because of the 

learning In Year 

3 onwards

They can also 

locate the 

main rivers in 

the world 

because of the 

learning about 

rivers in Year 4

Progression of knowledge and Skills 



EYFS Connect Year 1 Connect Year 2 Connect Year 3 Connect Year 4 Connect Year 5 Connect Year 6
Next Stage 

ready… Year 7
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Nursery 

Know about the 

features of my own 

immediate 

environment e.g. 

where they live is 

unique to them 

(and their family) 

Reception

Know environments 

vary from one 

another. 

Know about 

similarities and 

differences 

between places 

e.g. countryside 

and town and 

drawing on my 

experiences and 

what has been read 

in class. 

Children, have, 

through small 

world play, 

explored a range 

of environments 

and homes

They have 

experienced 

being hot and 

cold, and dress 

for the weather 

when learning 

outside

They have 

learned about 

animals that live 

in cold place and 

animals that live 

in hot places

To know the 

main 

difference 

between a

city, town and 

village

They have 

studied hot and 

cold places in 

the world, 

including those 

in Europe

They know about 

the weather 

during different 

seasons in the UK

They know about 

differences in 

weather within 

the UK

Know the main 

differences 

between a place 

in England and 

that of a small 

place in a non-

European country

They know 

about the 

weather during 

different 

seasons in the 

UK

They know 

about 

differences in 

weather within 

the UK

Some children 

may have links 

to holidays in 

the 

Mediterranean

Some children 

may be able to 

talk about 

differences in 

food and 

climate when it 

comes to 

consider the 

Mediterranean

Many may have 

heard of the 

Mediterranean 

but may not 

know what it is

Know some 

differences

between living in 

the UK

and in a 

Mediterranean

country

Explain the 

difference between 

the British Isles, 

Great Britain and 

the United Kingdom

From their Year 3 

learning about 

Europe, pupils 

should know 

about European 

countries and 

some of their 

human and 

physical features

To understand

geographical 

similarities

and 

differences 

through 

studying the 

human and 

physical 

geography of 

a

region in the 

United 

Kingdom and 

region in a 

European 

country

To be able to 

identify human 

and physical

characteristics

, key 

topographical 

features (in 

hills, 

mountains, 

coasts and 

rivers) and 

land-use 

patterns in the 

UK; and 

understand 

how some of 

these aspects 

have 

changed over 

time

Pupils may have 

some 

knowledge of 

South American 

countries but 

are more likely 

to have greater 

knowledge of 

North American 

countries, 

especially the 

USA. This is 

mainly because 

of television 

exposure and 

‘You tube’

Know key 

differences 

between 

living in the 

UK and in a 

country either 

in North or 

South 

America 

To compare 

a region in 

the UK with a 

region in N. or 

S. America 

with 

significant 

differences 

and 

similarities. 

E.g. Link to 

Palm Oil 

Pupils are familiar 

with maps and 

digital 

technologies and 

this provides them 

with an 

opportunity to 

become more 

familiar with 

Europe and the 

world as a whole

There may some 

pupils in the class 

who originate 

from Pakistan, 

Poland, Latvia, 

Bulgaria or Turkey

Understand

geographical 

similarities

and differences 

in places 

Learning about 

the local area 

in Key Stage 2 

both in 

geography 

and history 

should support 

pupils’ learning 

here.

Pupils should 

have 

knowledge of 

developing 

countries to 

draw upon
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Year 7
H

u
m

a
n

 a
n

d
 p

h
y

si
c

a
l 
g

e
o

g
ra

p
h

y

Nursery 

Talk about the

differences 

between

materials and 

changes

they notice.

Reception

know that some 

things in

the world are man-

made,

and some things 

are natural.

I know about the 

signs of summer 

and the associated 

weather

Identify the 

differences and 

similarities between 

the seasons e.g. in 

the summer it gets 

hot and sunny; that 

I need to find the 

shady areas when 

outside and wear

appropriate 

clothing, and in the 

winter, it is

cold and may snow

Some may be able 

to talk from 

personal 

experience about 

living in a city or 

town and what the 

benefits are

Know which is the 

hottest and coldest 

season in the UK 

(also covered in 

Science)

Know and 

recognise main 

weather symbols 

(also covered in 

Science)

Know the main 

differences 

between city, town 

and village

Some pupils will 

already have a 

good idea what is 

meant by the 

physical features 

mentioned in the 

Y2 objective

Because of learning 

about hot and cold 

places, they may 

have come across 

some of these 

features in stories 

they have read

Identify the 

following

physical features:

mountain

lake

Island

valley

river

cliff

Forest

beach

To be able to use 

basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer 

to key physical and 

human features of 

a contrasting non-

European country:

beach

Cliff

Coast

Forest

Hill

Mountain

sea

ocean

River

Soil

Valley

Vegetation

Season

weather 

and human 

features:

City

Town

Village

Factory

farm,

House

Office

port,

Harbour

shop

From KS1, pupils will 

have learned 

about different 

parts of the world 

and know about 

the continents

To understand 

human

and physical 

geography

of a city in England 

and explain why 

people are 

attracted to live 

there

To describe and

understand key 

aspects of:

Physical geography

including key

topographical 

features of 

mountains and 

land patterns; and 

understand how 

some of these 

aspects have 

changed over time

To know the names 

of a number of the 

world’s highest 

mountain

From the news/ 

assemblies, etc. 

some pupils may 

associate 

earthquakes and 

volcanoes with 

disasters. However, 

they may not have 

a clear 

understanding as 

how they are 

caused.

Some pupils may 

have seen a 

tsunami on 

television

Link the learning on 

the water cycle 

with science

Most pupils will 

have some 

understanding 

about deserts.

Know, name and 

locate the main 

rivers in the UK

Know and label the 

main features of a 

river

Know the name of 

and locate a 

number of the 

world’s largest rivers

To describe and 

understand key 

aspects of:

Physical geography 

including 

• rivers

• the water 

cycle including 

transpiration

• key 

topographical 

features of 

rivers and land 

patterns; and 

understand 

how some of 

these aspects 

have changed 

over time

• volcanoes and 

earthquakes, 

looking at 

plate tectonics 

and the ring of 

fire

• key 

topographical 

features of 

mountains and 

land patterns; 

and 

understand 

how some of 

these aspects 

have changed 

over time

• They may 

have already 

come across 

rainforest 

because of 

exposure on 

television

• Because of the 

work of people 

like David 

Attenborough. 

pupils may 

know of the 

issues 

associated 

with climate 

change

To describe and

understand key 

aspects

of:

Know what is 

meant by

biomes and what 

are the feature of a 

specific biome

Label the layers of 

a rainforest and 

know what 

deforestation is

To describe and

understand key 

aspects of:

Physical geography

including climate 

zones,

biomes and 

vegetation

Belts

Pupils may live near 

an industrial area

Other may have 

passed one as they 

travel to various 

places in the 

country

They may be 

aware of the 

campaigns of 

significant people 

like David 

Attenborough and 

Greta Thunberg

They may have 

views about what 

should be done 

and what is already 

being done 

regarding climate 

change

Know the names of 

and locate some of 

the world’s deserts

To describe and

understand key 

aspects of:

Physical geography

including climate

zones, biomes and

deserts

To describe and

understand key 

aspects

of:

Economic activity 

including trade 

links, and the 

distribution of 

natural resources

including energy,

food, minerals and

water.

To describe and

understand key 

aspects of Human 

geography

Including:

• trade between 

UK and rest of 

the world

• Fair/ 

Unfair distributi

on of resources

Recognise the

importance of ports 

and

the part they play 

in disturbing good 

around the world.

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of physical 

geography, 

including: climate 

zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and 

the water cycle. 

Human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and 

land use, economic 

activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, 

food, minerals and 

water

Pupils learned 

about weather 

patterns in 

geography and 

science in Key 

Stage 2

Pupils will have an 

understanding of 

the interaction 

between human 

and physical 

geography
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Nursery 

Know that there 

are different 

countries in the 

world and talk 

about the 

differences they 

have experienced 

or seen in photos.

• Develop positive 

attitudes about the 

differences 

between people 

and places.

Know that there 

are different 

countries in the 

world and talk 

about the 

differences they 

have experienced 

or seen in photos.

• Develop positive 

attitudes about the 

differences 

between people 

and places.

Children in EYFS 

every street has 

a name

Some may be 

familiar with 

their nearest 

town or city 

because of 

regular visits to 

them

They are very 

likely to have 

become familiar 

with their school 

grounds when in 

EYFS

To be able to 

use 

photographs to

recognise 

landmarks and 

basic human 

and physical 

features; devise

simple picture 

maps

Know which is N, 

E, S, W on a 

compass

To be able to 

use simple 

compass 

directions 

(North, East, 

South and 

West), to 

describe the 

location of 

features and 

routes on a map

To be able to 

describe the 

location of 

features

and routes on 

maps.

To be able to 

use fieldwork 

and 

observational 

skills to study the 

key human and

physical features 

of the schools 

surrounding

areas.

Many pupils 

may know their 

left from their 

right hands and 

also be familiar 

with the terms 

below, next to, 

etc.

They have 

made simple  

maps

Pupils know the 

names of some 

local towns but 

may not have 

located them 

on a map

Pupils know 

what a city is

Know and use 

the

terminologies: 

left, right,

below and next 

to

Know where the 

equator,

North Pole and 

South Pole are 

on a globe and 

an atlas

To be able to 

use simple 

compass 

directions

(North, East, 

South and 

West), to 

describe the 

location of 

features and 

routes on a map

To be able to 

use world

maps, atlases 

and globes

to identify the 

United Kingdom 

and its

countries.

To be able to 

use aerial 

photographs 

and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise 

landmarks and 

basic human 

and physical 

features: devise 

a simple map; 

and use and

construct basic 

symbols in a key.

Pupils may have 

some 

experience of 

seeing  the 

images that 

drones provide 

and may be 

able to link this 

with aerial 

photographs

Pupils have 

studied a small 

area of a non-

European 

country in Year 2 

including human 

and physical 

features

Pupils have 

learned about 

the four points 

of the compass 

in Year 1, and 

basic human 

and physical 

features in Year 

2

Because of 

holiday 

destinations, 

some pupils may 

be able to 

relate to 

countries like 

Spain, France, 

Italy, Greece 

and Turkey

To be able to 

use maps, 

atlases & globes 

and digital/ 

computer 

mapping to 

locate countries 

and describe

features studied.

Know and use

the eight points 

of a

compass to 

follow or give 

directions

Begin to 

understand why 

a universal key is 

needed Begin 

to use standard 

symbols (OS 
maps)

To learn the 

eight points of a 

compass, and 

four-

figure grid 

references.

To be able to 

use

fieldwork to 

observe, 

measure and 

record the 

human and 

physical features 

in the local area 

using a range of 

methods, 

including sketch 

maps, plans and 

graphs, and 

digital 

technologies.

Pupils learned 

about the 

Equator and the 

North and South 

Poles earlier in 

Key Stage 1, 

and some come 

across the 

tropics 

from Year 3 

Some may have 

been on a long 

car journey and 

will have 

noticed the 

road signs and 

heard the Sat 

Nav giving 

instructions

Use Google 

Earth to locate 

a country or 

place of interest 

and to follow 

the journey of 

rivers etc.

To be able to 

use maps, 

atlases & globes 

and digital/ 

computer 

mapping 

(Google Earth)

to locate 

European 

countries,

capital cities 

and describe 

features studied

To be able to 

use fieldwork to 

observe, 

measure and 

record the 

human and 

physical features 

in the local area 

using a range of 

methods, 

including sketch 

maps, plans and 

graphs, and 

digital 

technologies

To be able to 

use the eight 

points of a 

compass, four-

figure grid 

references, 

symbols and key 

(including the 

use of 

Ordnance 

Survey maps) to 

build their 

knowledge of 

the United 

Kingdom 

Links to the 

mathematics 

curriculum help 

pupils should be 

able to draw on 

these skills to 

help them with 

map work

Pupils have used 

a map of the 

local area in 

Year 1 and used 

OS Maps in LKS2 

In Year 4 pupils 

learned to 

count 

backwards 

through zero to 

include 

negative 

numbers

Pupils have 

learned how to 

choose and use 

ºC to measure 

temperature 

and use 

thermometers

Know how to 

use graphs to 

record features 

such as 

temperature or 

rainfall across 

the world

Use maps and 

globes to

locate the 

equator, the

Tropics of 

Cancer and

Capricorn and 

the

Greenwich 

Meridian 

northern and 

southern 

hemispheres,

eastern western

hemispheres 

To be able to 

use the eight 

points of a 

compass and 6 

figure grid 

reference

To record the 

human and 

physical features 

in a tropical 

rainforest using 

a range of 

methods, 

including sketch 

maps, plans and 

graphs, and 

digital 

technologies.

To be able to 

use maps,

atlases, globes 

and

digital/compute

r

mapping 

(Google Earth) 

to locate 

countries and 

describe 

features studied

Pupils have 

experienced 

Google Earth in 

past years

Pupils will have 

knowledge of 

different maps 

from previous 

learning .

They may have 

familiarity with 

various graphs 

because of 

graphical work 

in mathematic

Pupils have 

learned about 

bar charts and 

in Year 4 and 

line graphs in 

Year 5

To expand map 

skills to include 

non-UK 

countries.

To be able to 

use maps, 

atlases, globes 

and digital/ 

computer 

mapping 

(Google Earth) 

to locate 

countries and 

describe 

features studied.

To be able to 

use

fieldwork to 

observe,

measure and 

record the 

human and 

physical features 

in an area using 

a range of 

methods, 

including sketch 

maps,

plans and 

graphs, and

digital 

technologies.

Ask and answer 

questions e.g. 

Why is that 

happening in 

that place? 

Could it happen 

here? What 

happened in 

the past to 

cause that? 

How is it likely 

change in the 

future?

Describe how 

locations 

around the 

world are 

changing and 

explain some of 

the reasons for 

change.

Pupils should 

build on the 

knowledge they 

have on map 

work and time 

zones to support 

their 

understanding 

of latitude and 

longitude

They will also 

have some 

experience of 

using 

photographs 

and data to 

help learn more
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Reception

Know what a map looks 

like

Know that a map is

about a place

Look at aerial views and 

comment on buildings, 

open space, roads and

other simple features

Collect, analyse and

communicate a range of 

data gathered through

experiences of fieldwork.

Interpret a range of

sources of geographical

information, including 

maps, diagrams, globes, 

photographs and 

geographical information 

systems, such as, Google

Earth.

To be able to use simple fieldwork 

and

observational skills to study the 

geography of

their school and its grounds

Make observations about where 

things are e.g. within school, local 

area

Teacher led enquiries, to ask and 

respond to simple closed 

questions

Use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and 

oceans studied

Begin to spatially match places 

(e.g. recognise UK on a small 

scale and larger scale map in 

relation to Kenya)

Recognise similarities and 

differences between own and 

others’ live

Use maps to identify sea and land 

Ask more searching questions 

including, ‘how?’ and, ‘why? as 

well as, ‘where?’ and ‘what?’ 

when investigating places and 

processes. 

Make comparisons with their own 

lives and their own situation. 

Show increasing empathy and 

describe similarities as well as 

differences.

Analyse evidence and draw 

conclusions e.g. make a 

comparison between locations 

using aerial photos/pictures e.g. 

population, temperature etc.

Use geographical language 

Identify and describe 

geographical features, processes 

(changes), and patterns.

Make comparisons with their own 

lives and their own situation. 

Show increasing empathy and 

describe similarities as well as 

differences.

Express opinions and personal 

views about what they like and 

don’t like about specific 

geographical features and 

situations

Communicate geographical 

information in a variety of ways 

including through maps, 

diagrams, charts and graphs.

To be able to use

fieldwork to observe,

measure and record the human 

and physical features in a country 

either in N. or S. America using a 

range of methods, including

sketch maps, plans and

graphs, and digital

technologies.

To extend to 6 figure grid 

references with teaching of 

latitude and longitude

in depth.

Ask and answer questions e.g. 

Why is that happening in that 

place? Could it happen here? 

What happened in the past to 

cause that? How is it likely change 

in the future?

Describe how locations around 

the world are changing and 

explain some of the reasons for 

change.

Communicate geographical 

information in a variety of ways 

including through maps, 

diagrams, charts and graphs.

To be able to use

fieldwork to observe,

measure and record the human 

and physical features in an area 

using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps,

plans and graphs, and

digital technologies.

Ask and answer questions e.g. 

Why is that happening in that 

place? Could it happen here? 

What happened in the past to 

cause that? How is it likely change 

in the future?

Describe how locations around 

the world are changing and 

explain some of the reasons for 

change.

Communicate geographical 

information in a variety of ways 

including through maps, 

diagrams, charts and graphs.



Location

Knowledge

By the end of KS1, our children will: By the end of KS2, our children will:

Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities on the
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities.

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 
have
changed over time.

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic

Place Knowledge By the end of KS1, our children will: By the end of KS2, our children will:

Understand geographical similarities and differences through

studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United

Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.

Understand geographical similarities

and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 

America

End of KS Expectations 



Geographical 

Skills & Fieldwork

By the end of KS1, our children will: By the end of KS2, our children will:

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, 
as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map.

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key.

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 
environment

• Use digital/ computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
• Use the eight points of a compass, four and six- figure grid references,
• symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps)  to build their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world.
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and  physical features in the 

local area using a range  of methods, including  sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies

Human and 

Physical 

Geography

By the end of KS1, our children will: By the end of KS2, our children will:

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of 
hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles.

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
" key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.
" key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop.

By the end of KS2, our children will:

Describe and understand key aspects of:

physical geography, including: climate zones,  biomes and vegetation
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the
water cycle.

human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural
resources including energy, food, minerals and water



EYFS KS1

In addition to previous 

LKS2 

In addition to previous

UPKS2

In addition to previous

Locational & 

Place 

Environment, place, home, world, town, 

local area, earth, journey

England, Island

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom,
town, village, city

Earth, globe, continent, country, ocean Asia, Africa,

North America,

South America, Europe

Australia, Antarctica, continent, map,
river, desert, mountain,
capital, city North Sea, Irish Sea English Channel British 

Isle, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, 

Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean equator North Pole 

South Pole

Counties cities 

Mediterranean

hemisphere, 

Southern hemisphere 

Northern Hemisphere

Lines of Latitude 

Biome 

Arctic circle 

Tropic of cancer 

Tropic of Capricorn  

Biome 

Equator 

Northern hemisphere 

Southern hemisphere 

Eastern hemisphere

Western hemisphere

Lines of latitude 

Lines of longitude

Climate zones

Tropics

Tropic of Cancer 

Tropic of Capricorn 

Greenwich Meridian

Human

Geography

Road, school, house, shop, hospital, 

church, library.

City, town, village, city factory, farm, house, office, port, 

harbour, shop, urban, rural, pier, promenade, tourist, 

resort,

population, land use, urban, rural, resources, trade, 

farming, agriculture, facilities, recreation, transport, 

culture, language, religion, trade, population, 

boundary, tourism, industrial, retail, agriculture, leisure

Global supply 

import, export, distribution , global, global supply chain, 

economy, globalisation, fair trade, industry, 

deforestation, time zones, climate change, Antarctica 

treaty, renewable energy generation, non-renewable 

energy  generation, conserve, automation, nuclear 

energy, urbanisation, migration, favela, inhabitant, 

indigenous

Physical 

Geography

Weather – rainy, sunny, cloudy, storm, 

snowy, windy, hot, cold,

Hot, cold, weather, seasons, autumn, winter, summer, 

spring, mountains, coast, river, desert hills. temperature, 

adapt, climate, poles, ocean, desert, savannah

mountain, sea, beach, cliff, grassland, climate  

Volcano, tectonic plate, magma, crust, mantle, outer 

core, inner core, crust, magma, chamber, tectonic 

plates ring of fire, seismic waves, molten, vent, climate 

zones, temperate, Mediterranean 

water cycle  types of mountains and climate zones, 

costal, temperate, mountain range, summit, slope, 

ridge, peak topography, glaciers, river source, stream, 

course, channel, tributary, estuary, mouth, meander, 

reservoir, condensation, precipitation, collection

vegetation belt, time zones, GMT, , eco-systems, tundra, 

forest floor, canopy, understory, emergent layer, arid, 

temperate, aquatic, grassland, forest, tundra, desert

Geographical 

skills and field 

work

Map, atlas, globe, photographs, observe, 

exploring local area, draw and map 

Directions – forwards, backwards, up, 

down, compare

Map, key, near, far, distance, 

aerial view, landmark  

Map, atlas, key, globe, symbol 

Physical features, human features, route, north, south, 

east, west

backwards, left, right, near, far, thermometer, forecast, 

compass , border, compass

Atlas, map, aerial photograph, scale, key, symbols, 

equator, northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, 

location, compass, cardinal direction, north, south, east, 

west, inter-cardinal direction northeast (NE), southeast 

(SE), southwest (SW), northwest (NW),

Ordnance survey, grid reference, contour lines, 

co-ordinate

Aerial map, ordinance survey maps, google map, 

political map, topographic map, physical map, 

economic/ resource map, scale, key, symbols, location, 

compass, direction, bearing, north, south, east, west, 

northeast (NE), southeast (SE), southwest (SW), northwest 

(NW), six figure grid reference, grid box, equator, 

northern and southern hemispheres, Tropics of Cancer/ 

Capricorn, Arctic/ Antarctic Circle, longitude and 

latitude, degrees, contour lines, height above sea level, 

distance, kilometres (km

Vocabulary Progression 


