
Assessment in Early Years 

Overview 

In line with statutory and Trust requirements summative assessments will take place on entry (including the statutory baseline check, which will inform our own 

baseline assessment) and at 3 points during the year, including the EYFS profile at the end of Reception.  Children will be assessed where they are, at that point 

in time, as either on track (O) to meet end of year expectations or below (B) against the 17 areas. This is completed using the FFT assessment tracking system as 

used by the rest of school. 

Implementation  

  

How we assess whether they are on track or vulnerable?  

Staff have a depth of knowledge surrounding child development and understand that whilst this development is not linear we can see their trajectory towards 

end of year expectations. To help with our assessments, we have created our own document to show what we expect a child to know or do by certain points 

in the year. This shows progression of skills throughout the year that we would expect the children to gain through direct teaching of our broad and balanced 

curriculum. To support this document, we use a variety documents, e.g. the Focus Education assessment booklet, Development Matters and Birth to 5 matters 

to support and reinforce our knowledge and judgments.  

  

What evidence do we have to support our judgements?  

Undoubtedly our professional judgement and knowledge, along with dialogue with other members of staff is our biggest type of evidence but we do have 

other sources to support this.  
 

Evidence Me has been used to support practitioners assessment of children, especially during classroom provision time.  We share these observations as an 

early years team and have discussions around children and whether they think a child is working within age related expectations.  

 

Each class has a learning journey display. This evidences our current enquiries, child’s voice and their progression of the curriculum. Each class also has a Maths 

and English working wall as well as a phonics working wall. In Nursery, individual focus tasks are completed to show the children’s learning, progress and 

development. These are tracked and assessed in the moment and staff use their subject and child knowledge to develop and extend children’s learning.  

In Reception evidence to support teacher judgement can be found in English books, maths focus sheets, phonics and maths trackers, group reading record 

cards (in line with Little Wandle). These are not started until children are settled into their new classes and we have baselined all of our children.   

  

It is also important to note that our classroom environment (indoor and outdoor) and provision set ups and enhancements have been created to meet the 

developmental needs of our children, which allows them to practise and apply previously taught knowledge and skills whilst also allowing children to extend 

these due to the open-ended nature of set ups. Our continuous provision is enhanced on a regular basis to allow children to become emersed in current and 

prior learning. Our provision enhancements give children the opportunity to practise skills over and over to embed their knowledge. We ensure our provision is 

largely child led based on what we know about our children and their needs. Each classroom has a selection of areas where children’s interests and needs 

can be focused on and explored. These further evidences our knowledge of their developmental stage.   

  

Impact  

  

By ensuring we accurately assess our children and identify gaps in their learning we are able to ensure that their progress accelerates and that children are 

given a consistent approach across the unit.  

  



 

Nursery 

 Areas of 

Learning 

Entry 

(Start of nursery 3 year 

olds) 

End of Autumn Term End of Spring Term End of Summer Term 

(Reception Ready) 

C&L Listening & 

Attention 

• Understands simple 

sentences.  

• Shifts from one task to 

another if you 

get their attention by 

using the child’s 

name. 

• Shows that they 

understand action 

words by pointing to 

the right picture in a 

book. For example: 

“Who’s jumping?” 

• Demonstrates listening 

by trying to join in with 

actions or 

vocalisations. 

• Understands and acts upon 

longer sentences.  

• Focuses for a while although 

can be easily distracted.  

• Shows rigid attention – may 

appear not to hear when 

focused on something   

• Concentrates on an activity 

of their own choosing for a 

chosen period.  

• Listen to a simple story with 

the help of pictures.  

• Selects familiar objects by 

name and will go and find 

objects when asked, or 

identify objects from a 

group;   
 

• Understanding more complex 

sentences, e.g. ‘Put your toys 

away and then we’ll read a 

book.’ 

• Shows single channelled 

attention – focussed on own 

task or agenda. 

• Listens to and enjoy rhythmic 

patterns in rhymes and 

stories.  

• Understands simple questions: 

who, what, where.  

• Able to follow simple 

instructions 

 

• Listening to others one to one or in 

small groups, when conversation 

interests them; 

• Focusing attention – still listen or 

do, but can shift own attention; 

• Able to follow directions (if not 

intently focused on own choice of 

activity);  

• Showing understanding of 

prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on 

top’, ‘behind’ by carrying out an 

action or selecting correct picture;  

• Responding to simple instructions, 

e.g. to get or put away an object; 

• Understanding use of objects (e.g. 

“What do we use to cut things?’).  

• Beginning to understand ‘why’ 

and ‘how’ questions.  

 

Speaking • Uses a variety of 

words, including 

descriptive language, 

words for time, space 

and function. 

• Beginning to link up to 

5 words to say a 

simple sentence e.g. 

‘Mummy has gone to 

work’. 

• Beginning to use 

pronouns (‘me’, ‘him’, 

‘she’). 

• Tries speaking to a familiar 

adult although may become 

frustrated when they cannot 

make themselves 

understood.  

• Starts to say how they feel 

using simple words and 

actions/ gestures.  

• Talks to a familiar adult but 

may flit from topic to topic.  

• Says simple sentences 

 

• Uses a wider range of words.  

• Joins in with repeated refrains 

in rhymes and stories. 

• Tries to use the correct tense 

although may muddle them 

up, e.g. “I bringed a bag.”  

• Starts a conversation.  

 

• Using intonation, rhythm and 

phrasing to make the meaning  

clear to others; 

• Using vocabulary focused on 

objects and people that are of  

particular importance to them; 

• Building up vocabulary that 

reflects the breadth of their 

experiences; 

• Retelling a simple past event in 

correct order e.g. went down 

slide, hurt finger;  

• Using a range of tenses e.g. play, 

playing, will play, played; 

• Beginning to use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts e.g. 

using and, because;  

• Using talk to connect ideas, 

explain what is happening and 

anticipating what might happen 

next, recall and reliving past 

experiences 

PSED Building 

Relationships 

• Plays alongside other 

children but may not 

interact with them 

• Play with one or more other 

children. 

• Seeking out others to sharing 

experiences; 

• Playing in a group, extending and 

elaborating play ideas, e.g. 



• Separates from their 

main carer with 

support and 

encouragement from 

a familiar adult;  
• Being aware of 

others’ feelings, for 

example, looks 

concerned if hears 

crying or looks excited 

if hears a familiar 

happy voice; 

•  

 

• Showing interest in others’ 

play and start to join in; 

• Begin to understand how 

others might be feeling. 

• Showing affection and 

concern for people who are 

special to them; 

• Sometimes forming a special 

friendship with another child. 

• Help to find solutions to 

conflicts and rivalries. 

• Talks with others to solve 

conflicts. 

building up a role-play activity 

with other children; 

• Initiating play, offering cues to 

peers to join them; 

• Keeping play going by responding 

to what others are saying or 

doing; 

• Demonstrating friendly behaviour, 

initiating conversations and 

forming good relationships with 

peers and familiar adults. 

 

Self-Regulation • Explores new toys and 

environments, but 

‘checks in’ regularly 

with familiar adult as 

and when needed 

• Gradually be able to 

engage in pretend 

play with toys; 

• Demonstrating a 

sense of self as an 

individual, e.g. wants 

to do things 

independently, says 

“No” to adult. 

•  

• Expressing their own 

preferences and interests.  

• To express a range of 

emotions.  

• To begin to have a sense of 

who they are. 
• To begin to self-regulate 

during transition times but my 

struggle.  
 

 

• Begins to explore a range of 

emotions.  

• Beginning to be able to 

follow rules and not always 

need to be reminded of the 

rules by an adult.  

• Beginning to show, ‘effortful 

control’, e.g. beginning to 

wait rather than grab 

 

• Selecting and using activities and 

resources with help; 

• Pleased to welcome and value 

praise for what they have done. 

• Enjoying responsibility of carrying 

out small tasks; 

• More outgoing towards unfamiliar 

people and more confident in 

new social situations; 

• Confidently talking to other 

children when playing, and will 

communicate freely about own 

home and community; 

• Showing confidence in asking 

adults for help. 

 

Managing Self • Having a growing 

sense of how will and 

determination may 

result in feelings of 

anger and frustration 

which are difficult to 

handle, e.g. may 

have tantrums;   

• Responding to a few 

appropriate 

boundaries, with 

encouragement and 

support;  

• Beginning to learn 

that some things are 

theirs, some things are 

shared, and some 

things belong to other 

people. 

 

• Seeking comfort from familiar 

adults, when needed; 

• Being aware that some 

actions can hurt or harm 

others; 

 

• Expressing their own feelings 

such as sad, happy, cross,  

scared, worried; 

• Responding to the feelings 

and wishes of others. 

• Trying to help or giving 

comfort when others are 

distressed; 

• Showing understanding and 

cooperating with some 

boundaries and routines; 

• Inhibiting their own 

actions/behaviours, e.g. stop 

themselves from doing 

something they shouldn’t do; 

• Having a growing ability to 

distract self when upset, e.g. 

by engaging in a new play 

activity. 

 

• Aware of own feelings, and knows 

that some actions and words can 

hurt others’ feelings; 

• Beginning to accept the needs of 

others and taking turns and 

sharing resources, sometimes with 

support from others;  

• Able to tolerate delay when 

needs are not immediately met, 

and understands wishes may not 

always be met; 

• Able to usually adapt behaviour 

to different events, social situations 

and changes in routine. 

 



PD Gross Motor 

Skills 

• Can run well 

• Kick a large ball 

• Jump with both feet 

off the ground at the 

same time 

• Rides on push-along 

toys – scooters and 

trikes.  
 

• Moves in a variety of ways 

(run, jump, climb) 

• Begins to use stairs 

independently.  

• Pedal a tricycle 

• Use a range of appropriate 

resources (use the slide, have 

a go on the balance bikes).  

• Use large muscle movements, 

e.g. with ribbons.  
 

• Use large and small motor 

skills to do things 

independently – zips, buttons, 

pour drinks etc.  

• Beginning to balance by 

crawling on 2 feet.  

• Begin to throw and release 

objects overarm.  

   

• Stands momentarily on one foot 

when shown; 

• Catching a large ball; 

• Moves freely and with pleasure 

and confidence in a range of 

ways, such as slithering, shuffling, 

rolling, crawling, walking, running, 

jumping, skipping, sliding and 

hopping; 

• Running skilfully and negotiates 

space successfully, adjusting 

speed or direction to avoid 

obstacles. 
 

Fine Motor Skills • Pick up objects with a 

palmer grip.  

• Uses mark making 

equipment to make 

marks 

• To use large and small motor 

skills to do things 

independently – zips, buttons, 

pour drinks.  

• Points with their first finger, 

sharing their attention with an 

adult.  

• Participates in finger and 

action rhymes.  

• Experiments with mark 

making and emergent 

writing. 

• To develop their manipulation 

and control, exploring 

different tools and materials.  

 

• Holds mark making tool with 

thumb and all fingers.  

• Begins to hold paper when 

cutting with their non-

dominant hand to help and 

hold the paper that they are 

cutting.  

 

 

 

• Using one-handed tools and 

equipment, e.g. making snips in 

paper with child scissors; 

• Holding pencil between thumb 

and two fingers, no longer using 

whole-hand grasp; 

• Holding pencil near point 

between first two fingers and 

thumb and use it with good 

control. 

 

Lit Comprehension • Handling books and 

printed material with 

interest.  
 

• Filling in the missing word or 

phrase in a known rhyme, 

story or game, e.g. ‘Humpty 

Dumpty sat on a …’; 

• Having some favourite stories, 

rhymes, songs, poems or 

jingles. 
 

• Holding books carefully, the 

correct way up and turning 

pages; 

• Looking at books 

independently. 

• Knows the names of the 

different parts of books e.g. 

front cover, author 
 

 

• Aware that print carries meaning 

and, in English, is read from left to 

right and top to bottom; 

• Listening to and joining in with 

stories and poems, one-to-one  

and also in small groups; 

• Describing main story settings, 

events and principal characters; 

• Showing awareness of and 

enjoying  rhyme and alliteration; 

• Joining in with repeated refrains 

and anticipating key events and 

phrases in rhymes and stories; 

• Beginnings to be aware of the 

way stories are structured. 

• Listening to stories with increasing 

attention and recall, suggesting 

how a story might end; 
 

Word reading • Can make 

loud/quiet 

sounds 

• Develop their phonological 

awareness, so that can: spot 

and suggest rhymes, count or 

clap syllables in a word 

• Beginning to notice when 

words have the same 

beginning sound; 

• Recognising familiar words and 

signs such as own name and 

advertising logos. 



• Can say 

what they 

hear in the 

environment 

• Understands print has 

meaning 

• Repeating words or phrases 

from familiar stories; 

• Having awareness that signs 

and symbols in the 

environment carry meaning. 

• Understands print can have 

different purposes 
 

• Showing interest in illustrations and 

print in books and in the 

environment. 

• Looking at books independently. 

 

Writing • Making marks, but do 

not always ascribing 

meaning to the marks. 

• To enjoy sensory 

experience of making 

marks. 

 

• Make marks on their picture 

to stand for their name. 

• Enjoy drawing freely 

• Add some marks to their 

drawings, which they give 

meaning to. 
 

• Distinguishing between the 

different marks they make.  

• Use some of their print and 

letter knowledge in their early 

writing. For example: writing a 

pretend shopping list that 

starts at the top of the page; 

writing ‘m’ for mummy. 

• Sometimes giving meaning to 

marks as they draw and paint; 

• Ascribing meanings to marks that 

they see in different places. 

• Beginning to write some or all of 

their name  

• Write some letters accurately 

Maths Number • To take part in finger 

number rhymes.  

• Saying some 

counting words 

randomly. 
• Beginning to organise 

and categorise 

objects, e.g. putting 

all  the teddy bears 

together or teddies 

and cars in separate 

piles; 

• Knowing that things 

exist, even when out 

of sight; 

 

  

 

• To show counting like 

behaviours.  

• To develop an awareness of 

numbers through rhymes and 

in their surroundings.  

• To combine objects.  

• To react to changes in a 

group of 3.  

• To count in everyday 

contexts but may miss out or 

muddle number sequences.  

• To notice numerals around 

them.  

• Uses some number names in 

play 

 

• Gives 2 or 3 objects from a 

group.  

• Counts their fingers.  

• Points or touches each item, 

saying one number for each 

item, using the stable order 

e.g. 1,2,3,4,5. 

• Recites numbers beyond 5.  

• Has fast recognition of up to 3 

objects.  

 

• Using some number names 

accurately in play; 

• Sometimes matching numeral and 

quantity correctly; 

• Beginning to represent numbers 

using fingers, marks on paper or 

pictures; 

• Using some number names and 

number language spontaneously; 

• Knowing that numbers identify 

how many objects are in a set; 

• Separating a group of three or 

four objects in different ways, 

beginning to recognise that the 

total is still the same; 

• Comparing two groups of objects, 

saying when they have the same 

number; 

• Showing curiosity about numbers 

by offering comments or asking 

questions; 

• Showing an interest in numerals in 

the environment and in 

representing numbers. 

Numerical 

Patterns 

• Knows and joins in 

with some nursery 

rhymes 

• Develop counting-like 

behaviour, such as 

making sounds, 

pointing or saying 

some numbers in 

sequence. 

• Shows an interest in patterns, 

songs and rhymes. 

• Talks about patterns around 

them.  

• Joins in with simple patterns in 

rhymes, games, dances, 

stories and predict what may 

come next.  

 

• Reciting numbers in order to 10; 

• Understand position through 

words alone – for example, “The 

bag is under the table,” – 

with no pointing. 

• Realising not only objects, but 

anything can be counted, 

including steps, claps or jumps; 

•  

 Shape, Space & 

Measure 

• Enjoy exploring 

spaces around them.  

• Begin to put objects 

inside each other.  

• Begin to know their way 

around familiar 

environments.  

• Make simple constructions.  

• Begin to describe a 

sequence of events, real or 

fictional, using words such as 

‘first, then’. 

• Discuss routes and locations, using 

words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind 

• Describe a familiar route 



• Enjoys filling and 

emptying containers.  

  

 

  

 

• Have some spatial awareness 

e.g. climbing into a space, 

attempting doing a puzzle 

• respond to spatial and 

positional language.  

• Explore different shapes and 

sizes.  

 

• Make comparisons between 

objects relating to size, 

length, weight and capacity. 

• Selects shapes appropriately, 

e.g. flat shapes for building 

• Talk about and explore 2D & 3D 

shapes using informal and 

mathematical language 

• Combine shapes to make new 

ones 

K&U Past & Present • To enjoy playing with 

small world, building 

on their first-hand 

experiences. 

• To begin to make sense of 

their own life-story and family 

history. 

• Children will be having a 

growing awareness of new 

and old, although they may 

sometimes confuse this 

something new to them and 

brand new.  

• They will be aware that 

parents and grandparents 

are older than they are. 

• They will have an 

understanding of yesterday 

and tomorrow 

• Children will be familiar with terms 

like new and old. 

• They will recognise that there are 

children that are older than them 

and others that are younger. 

• They will have an awareness that 

they can do more for themselves 

now than when they were babies. 

 

People, Culture 

and 

Communities 

• Show awareness of 

people around them 

• Can say who they live 

with 

• Having a sense of own 

immediate family and 

relations; 

• In pretend play, imitating 

everyday actions and events 

from own family and cultural 

background, e.g. making 

and drinking tea; 

• Beginning to have their own 

friends; 

• Enjoying pictures and stories 

about themselves, their 

families and other people; 

• Being curious about people 

and showing interest in stories 

about themselves and their 

family. 
 

• Learning that they have 

similarities and differences 

that connect them to, and 

distinguish them from, others.  
• Interested in different 

occupations 

• Showing interest in the lives of 

people who are familiar to them; 

• Remembering and talking about 

significant events in their own 

experience; 

• Recognising and describing 

special times or events for family 

or friends; 

• Showing interest in different 

occupations and ways of life; 

• Knowing some of the things that 

make them unique, and talking 

about some of the similarities and 

differences in relation to friends or 

family. 
 

The Natural 

World 

• Closely observing 

what plants and 

animals do; 

 

• Enjoying playing with small-

world models such as a farm, 

a garage, or a train track. 

• Having a growing awareness 

of living things around them; 

• Knowing that birds fly and 

animals like cows spend time 

in fields; 

• Knowing that dogs and cats 

are animals that live with 

people.  

 

• Noticing detailed features of 

objects in their environment. 

 

• Able to comment and ask 

questions about aspects of their 

familiar world, such as the place 

where they live or the natural 

world; 

• Talking about some of the things 

they have observed such as 

plants, animals, natural and found 

objects;  

• Talking about why things happen 

and how things work; 

• Developing an understanding of 

growth, decay and changes over 

time; 



• Showing care and concern for 

living things and the environment. 
 

EA&D Creating with 

Materials 

• Exploring and 

experimenting with a 

range of media 

through sensory 

exploration, and using 

whole body; 

• Noticing and is 

interested in the 

effects of making 

movements which 

leave marks. 
 

• Experimenting with blocks, 

colours and marks 

• Creates using small world and 

construction.  

• Create closed shapes with 

continuous lines and begin to 

use these shapes to represent 

objects 

• Freely explore different 

materials and think about 

how they may use them 

• Beginning to use 

representation to 

communicate, e.g. drawing 

a line and saying ‘That’s me. 
 

• Beginning to construct, 

stacking blocks vertically and 

horizontally, making 

enclosures and creating 

spaces. 

• Shows a range of emotions in 

their drawings. 

• Draw with increasing 

complexity and detail, such 

as representing a face with a 

circle and include facial 

details. 

• Exploring colour and how colours 

can be changed. 

• Understanding that they can use 

lines to enclose a space, and 

beginning to use these shapes to 

represent objects. 

• Joining construction pieces 

together to build and balance 

• Use drawing to represent ideas like 

movement or loud noises 

Being 

Imaginative 

and Expressive 

• Beginning to use 

representation to 

communicate, e.g. 

drawing a line and 

saying ‘That’s me.’; 

• Creating sounds by 

banging, shaking, 

tapping or blowing; 

• Showing an interest in 

the way musical 

instruments sound. 

•  

• Join in singing favourite songs; 

• Beginning to make-believe 

by pretending; 

• Participates in action 
songs.  

• Moves, sings and listens whilst 

playing instruments.  

• Explores different sound 

makers.  

 

•  Exploring and learning how 

sounds can be changed; 

• Singing to self and making up 

simple songs, including 

rhythms 

• Noticing what adults do, 

imitating what is observed 

and then doing it 

spontaneously when the 

adult is not there; 

• Join materials and explore 

textures. 

• Enjoying joining in with dancing 

and ring games; 

• Singing a few familiar songs; 

• Beginning to move rhythmically; 

• Imitating movement in response to 

music; 

• Tapping out simple repeated 

rhythms; 

• Engaging in imaginative role-play 

based on own first-hand 

experiences and building stories 

around toys, e.g. farm animals  

needing rescue. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception 

 Areas of 

Learning 

Entry 

(End of Nursery) 

End of Autumn Term End of Spring Term End of Summer Term 

(ELG) 
C&L Listening & 

Attention 

• Listening and 

following directions 

and looking at 

someone when they 

are speaking; 

• Using prepositions 

when following 

instructions; 

• Responding to why 

questions; 

• Following stories read 

to them and talk 

about the pictures in 

the book. 

 

 

• Listening to and following an 

instruction; 

• Following instructions 

provided they are not over-

engaged in own choice 

activity; 

• Understanding prepositions 

such , ‘under’, ‘on top of’, 

‘behind’; 

• Listening to stories with 

increased attention and 

recall; 

• Listening to one another in 

one to one or small groups,  

 

• Responding to instructions 

involving a two-part 

sequence Maintaining 

attention, concentrating and 

sitting quietly during 

appropriate activities; 

• Listening to a whole story 

from beginning to end; 

• Listening and responding to 

ideas expressed by others in 

conversation and discussion. 

 

• Listen attentively and respond to 

what they hear with relevant 

questions, comments and actions 

when being read to and during 

whole class discussions and small 

group interactions; 

• Make comments about what they 

have heard and ask questions to 

clarify their understanding; 

• Hold conversation when engaged 

in back-and-forth exchanges with 

their teacher and peers 

Speaking • Knowing many 

rhymes, be able to 

talk about familiar 

books, and be able to 

tell a long story; 

• Developing their 

communication but 

may struggle with 

using tenses 

accurately; 

• Beginning to use 

sentences with four to 

six words; 

• Beginning to start a 

conversation with an 

adult or a friend and 

continuing it in turns. 

 

• Retelling a simple past event 

in correct order; 

• Using talk to connect ideas, 

explaining what has 

happened and anticipating 

what might happen next, 

recalling and reliving past 

experiences; 

• Using talk in pretending that 

objects stand for something 

else in play, e.g. this ruler is 

my sword. 

 

• Using talk to organise, 

sequence and clarify 

thinking, feelings and ideas. 

• Using language to explore 

imaginary events, storylines 

and themes; 

• Using language to imagine 

and recreate roles and 

experiencing in play 

situations; 

• Linking statements and 

sticking to a main theme or 

intention; 

 

• Participate in small group, class 

and one-to-one discussions, 

offering their own ideas, using 

recently introduced vocabulary; 

• Offer explanations for why things 

may happen, making use of 

recently introduced vocabulary 

from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 

and poems when appropriate; 

• Express their ideas and feelings 

about their experiences using full 

sentences, including use of past, 

present and future tenses and 

making use of conjunctions, with 

modelling and support from their 

teacher. 

 

PSED Building 

Relationships 

• Playing in a group 

and extending and 

elaborating play 

ideas; 

• Initiating play, offering 

opportunities for 

others to join in; 

• Keeping play going 

by responding to 

what others are 

saying; 

• Demonstrating 

friendly behaviour, 

initiating 

• Initiating conversations, 

attending to and taking 

account of what others say; 

• Explaining own knowledge 

and understanding and 

asking appropriate questions 

of others; 

• Taking steps to resolve 

conflicts with others and 

attempting to find a 

compromise. 

 

• Playing cooperatively with 

others and taking account of 

their ideas; 

• Being happy to listen to 

others organisational ideas; 

• Showing sensitivity to others’ 

feelings; 

• Forming positive relationships 

with adults and other 

children.  

 

• Work and play cooperatively and 

take turns with others; 

• Form positive attachments to 

adults and friendships with peers; 

• Show sensitivity to their own and 

to others’ needs. 



conversations and 

forming good 

relationships with 

peers and familiar 

adults. 

 

Self-Regulation • Selecting and using 

activities and 

resources; 

• Enjoying the 

responsibility of 

carrying out small 

tasks; 

• Being confident to 

talk to other children 

when playing and 

communicating freely 

about their own home 

and community; 

• Being outgoing 

towards unfamiliar 

people and being 

more confident in 

new social situations; 

• Showing confidence 

in asking adults for 

help. 

• Welcoming and 

valuing praise for 

what they have done. 

 

• Being confident to speak to 

others about needs, wants, 

interests and opinions; 

• Describing themselves in 

positive terms and talk about 

their own abilities; 

• Choosing their own 

equipment that is necessary 

to complete a task; 

• Showing enthusiasm and 

excitement when 

anticipating and engaging in 

certain activities. 

 

• Being confident to try new 

activities; 

• Saying why they like some 

activities more than others; 

• Being confident to speak in a 

familiar group; 

• Being happy to talk about 

their own ideas; 

• Choosing the resources, they 

need for a given activity; 

• Saying when they do and do 

not need help. 

 

• Show an understanding of their 

own feelings and those of others, 

and begin to regulate their 

behaviour accordingly; 

• Set and work towards simple 

goals, being able to wait for what 

they want and control their 

immediate impulses when 

appropriate; 

• Give focused attention to what 

the teacher says, responding 

appropriately even when 

engaged in an activity, and show 

an ability to follow instructions 

involving several ideas or actions. 

Managing Self • Being aware of own 

feelings, and knowing 

that some actions 

and words can hurt 

others’ feelings; 

• Beginning to accept 

the needs of others 

and taking turns and 

sharing resources, 

sometimes with 

support from others; 

• Usually tolerating 

delay when their 

needs are not 

immediately met;  

• Understanding that 

their wishes may not 

always be met; 

• Usually adapting their 

behaviour to different 

events, social 

• Selecting and using activities 

and new resources, with help; 

• Enjoying the responsibility of 

carrying out small tasks; 

• Being confident to talk to 

other children when playing, 

and communicating freely 

about their home and 

community; 

• Being outgoing towards 

unfamiliar people and being 

more confident in new social 

situations 

• Showing confidence in asking 

adults for help 

• Welcoming and valuing 

praise for what they have 

done; 

• Willingly participating in a 

wide range of activities; 

• Showing enthusiasm and 

excitement when 

anticipating and engaging in 

certain activities; 

• Being confident to speak to 

others about needs, wants, 

interests and opinions; 

• Being confident in speaking 

in front of a small group; 

• Describing themselves in 

positive terms and talking 

about their abilities; 

• Showing resilience and 

perseverance in the face of 

challenge. 

• Be confident to try new activities 

and show independence, 

resilience and perseverance in the 

face of challenge; 

• Explain the reasons for rules, know 

right from wrong and try to 

behave accordingly; 

• Manage their own basic hygiene 

and personal needs, including 

dressing, going to the toilet and 

understanding the importance of 

healthy food choices. 

 



situations and 

changes in routine. 

 

• Having awareness of keeping 

teeth clean and not eating 

too many sweets. 

 

PD Gross Motor 

Skills 

• Skipping, hopping 

and standing on one 

leg and hold a 

position for a few 

seconds; 

• Balancing and riding 

a trike or scooter; 

• Going up steps or 

stairs using alternative 

feet; 

• Responding to music 

showing appropriate 

movement and 

rhythm. 
 

• Moving freely with 

confidence in a range of 

ways; 

• Standing momentarily on one 

foot; 

• Mounting stairs, steps or 

climbing equipment using 

alternative steps. 

• Walking downstairs two-feet 

to each step; 

• Running skilfully whilst 

negotiating space 

successfully, adjusting speed 

and direction as needed. 
 

• Starting to experiment with 

different types of movements; 

• Jumping off objects safely 

and carefully; 

• Negotiating space carefully; 

• Travelling with confidence 

and skill when moving 

around, under, over and 

through various equipment; 

• Showing increasing control 

when throwing, catching and 

kicking a ball. 
 

• Move energetically, such as 

running, jumping, dancing, 

hopping, skipping and climbing. 

• Negotiate space and obstacles 

safely, with consideration for 

themselves and others; 

• Demonstrate strength, balance 

and coordination when playing; 
 

Fine Motor Skills • Picking up tiny objects 

using pincer grasp; 

• Making simple models 

using small pieces 

such as Lego 

• Making small cuts in 

paper with scissors; 

• Using a comfortable 

grip with good control 

when holding pens, 

pencils and paint 

brush; 

• Beginning to show a 

preference for a 

dominant hand. 

 

• Drawing lines and circles 

using gross motor 

movements; 

• Using one handed tools and 

equipment, e.g. child scissors; 

• Holding pencils between 

thumb and two fingers 

instead of whole hand; 

• Beginning to hold pencil 

correctly and showing good 

control; 

• Copying some letters, 

especially letters from own 

name. 

 

• Handling tools, objects, 

construction and malleable 

materials safely and with 

increasing control; 

• Showing a preference for a 

dominant hand; 

• Beginning to show 

anticlockwise movements 

and retrace vertical lines; 

• Beginning to form 

recognisable letters; 

• Using a pencil and holding it 

effectively to form 

recognisable letters, 

especially letters in their own 

name. 

 

• Hold a pencil effectively in 

preparation for fluent writing –

using the tripod grip in almost all 

cases; 

• Use a range of small tools, 

including scissors, paint brushes 

and cutlery; 

• Begin to show accuracy and care 

when drawing. 

 

Lit Comprehension • Holding a book, 

turning the pages and 

indicating an 

understanding of 

pictures and print;  

• Telling a story to 

friends; 

• Talking about events 

and characters in 

books;  
 

• Making suggestions about 

what might happen next in a 

story. 

• Talking about events and 

characters in books;  
 

 

• Talking about their favourite 

book; 

• Using vocabulary and events 

from stories in their play; 

• Re-reading books to build up 

their confidence, their 

fluency and their 

understanding and 

enjoyment in word reading. 
 

• Demonstrate understanding of 

what has been read to them by 

retelling stories and narratives 

using their own words and 

recently introduced vocabulary; 

• Anticipate – where appropriate – 

key events in stories; 

• Use and understand recently 

introduced vocabulary during 

discussions about stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems and 

during role play. 
 

Word reading • Joining in with rhymes 

and stories; 

• Identifying rhymes; 

• Identifying sounds in words, in 

particular, initial sounds;  

• Segmenting and  blending 

simple words demonstrating 

• Reading individual letters by 

saying the sounds for them; 

• Blending sounds into words, 

so that they can read short 

• Say a sound for each letter in the 

alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 



• Joining in with the 

rhythm of well known 

rhymes and song;  

• Recognising own 

name. 

• Identifying sounds 

from own name in 

other words; 
 

knowledge of sounds (with 

support); 

• Linking sounds to letters in the 

alphabet. 
  

 

words made up of known 

letter–sound 

correspondences; 

• Reading some letter groups 

that each represent one 

sound and say sounds for 

them; 

• Reading a few common 

exception words matched to 

the school’s phonic 

programme; 

• Reading simple words and 

simple sentences; 

• Reading simple phrases and 

sentences made up of words 

with known letter–sound 

correspondences and, where 

necessary, a few exception 

words. 
 

• Read words consistent with their 

phonic knowledge by sound-

blending; 

• Read aloud simple sentences and 

books that are consistent with their 

phonic knowledge, including 

some common exception words. 
 

Writing • Telling an adult what 

they have drawn or 

painted; 

• Recognising a capital 

letter at the start of 

their name; 

• Ascribing meaning to 

other marks, like on 

signage; 

• Starting to write 

identifiable shapes 

• Drawing lines and 

circles in the air, on 

the floor or on large 

sheets of paper;  

• Using tools for mark 

making with control; 

• Gripping using five 

fingers or preferably 

two fingers and 

thumb for control; 

• Copying shapes, letter 

and pictures. 
 

• Being more confident in 

writing identifiable shapes 

and letters; 

• Spelling words by identifying 

the sounds and then writing 

the sound with letter/s; 

• Using their phonic knowledge 

to write words in ways which 

match their spoken sounds; 

• Copies name correctly with a 

capital letter 
 
 

• Talking about sentences and 

starting to write short 

sentences;  

• Starting to use full stops and 

capital letters in the correct 

places. 

• Writing some irregular 

common words; 

• Writing simple sentences 

which can be read by 

themselves and sometimes 

by others; 

• Spelling small, familiar words 

correctly and making 

phonetically plausible 

attempts at more complex 

words. 
 

• Write recognisable letters, most of 

which are correctly formed; 

• Spell words by identifying sounds 

in them and representing the 

sounds with a letter or letters; 

• Write simple phrases and 

sentences that can be read by 

others.   

 

Maths Number • Representing numbers 

using marks, fingers or 

digits; 

• Saying when two 

small groups have the 

same number of 

objects; 

 

• Counting up to three or four 

objects by saying one 

number name for each item; 

• Counting objects to 10 and 

beginning to count beyond 

10; 

• Counting out up to six objects 

from a larger group; 

 

• Counting an irregular 

arrangement of up to ten 

objects. 

• Finding one more or one 

fewer from a group of up to 

five objects, then ten objects. 

• Estimating how many objects 

they can see and checking 

by counting them. 

• Have a deep understanding of 

number to 10, including the 

composition of each number; 

• Subitise (recognise quantities 

without counting) up to 5; 

• Automatically recall (without 

reference to rhymes, counting or 

other aids) number bonds up to 5 

(including subtraction facts) and 



• Using the language of ‘more’ 

and ‘fewer’ to compare two 

sets of objects. 

• Understanding 5, 6, 7 etc and 

all manipulations of the 

number. 

• Finding the total number of 

items in two groups by 

counting all of them  

• Beginning to use the 

vocabulary involved in 

adding and subtracting 

including counting on and 

back. 

• Understand addition up to 5 

using all combinations. Then 

6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 

 

some number bonds to 10, 

including double facts; 

• Compare quantities up to 10 in 

different contexts, recognising 

when one quantity is greater than, 

less than or the same as the other 

quantity; 

 

Numerical 

Patterns 

• Using number names 

to 10 and sometimes 

counting accurately 

Recognise numerals 

of personal 

significance e.g. my 

age. 

• Talk about numbers in 

the environment 

 

 

• Count forwards and 

backwards to 10. 

• count things that cannot be 

subitised such as claps, jumps 

to 5.  

• Represents numbers using 

marks, fingers or digits 

 

• Beginning to familiarise 

themselves with the tens 

structure of the number 

system 

• Selecting the correct numeral 

to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 

10 objects; 

• count to 10 forwards and 

backwards starting at 

different numbers  

• Beginning to use ‘teens’ to 

count beyond 10. 

 

• Verbally count beyond 20, 

recognising the pattern of the 

counting system 

• Explore and represent patterns 

within numbers up to 10, including 

evens and odds, double facts and 

how quantities can be distributed 

equally. 

 

K&U Past & Present • Beginning to have an 

understanding for 

terms like, yesterday, 

last week and last 

year;   

• Appreciating that 

they may have 

siblings that are older 

than them and that 

they be older than a 

younger sibling; 

• Appreciating that 

certain artefacts and 

resources are old and 

have been used 

before 

• Remembering and talking 

about significant events in 

their own experiences, e.g. 

birthday; 

• Knowing and understanding 

that their grandparents are 

older than their parents; 

• Beginning to be familiar with 

words and phrases 

associated with long ago, 

such as ‘in the past’ or ‘a 

long time ago’; 

• Beginning to understand that 

some familiar stories were set 

in a time before they were 

born. 

 

• Recognising and describing 

special times or events for 

family or friends, e.g. Eid, 

christening, Christmas; 

• Beginning to compare and 

contrast characters in stories 

about the past; 

• Understanding that people 

celebrated events like Eid 

and Christmas before they 

were born; 

• Using appropriate language 

to describe the past, such as, 

‘in the past’ 

 

• Talk about the lives of the people 

around them and their roles in 

society; 

• Know some similarities and 

differences between things in the 

past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been 

read in class; 

• Understand the past through 

settings, characters and events 

encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling 

People, Culture 

and 

Communities 

• Showing interest in the 

lives of people who 

are familiar to them; 

• Remembering and 

talking about 

• Beginning to understand that 

not all people celebrate the 

same things as them; 

• Having a greater 

understanding about why 

• Recognising that people 

have different beliefs and 

celebrate special times in 

different ways; 

• Describe their immediate 

environment using knowledge 

from observation, discussion, 

stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 



significant events in 

their own experience;  

• Recognising and 

describing special 

times or events for 

family or friends;  

• Starting to show an 

interest in different 

occupations and 

ways of life.  
 

certain events are being 

celebrated; 

• Talking about people that are 

helpful to them both, from 

within their family and from 

outside their family 

 

• Starting to show an interest in 

different occupations and 

ways of life;  

• Talking about members of 

their immediate family and 

community; 

• Naming and describing 

people who are familiar to 

them. 

• Drawing information from a 

simple map; 

• Recognising some similarities 

and differences between life 

in this country and life in other 

countries; 
 

• Know some similarities and 

differences between different 

religious and cultural communities 

in this country, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been 

read in class; 

• Explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this 

country and life in other countries, 

drawing on knowledge from 

stories, non-fiction texts and –

when appropriate –maps. 
 

The Natural 

World 

• Asking questions 

about aspects of their 

familiar world such as 

the place where they 

live or the natural 

world; 

• Talking about some of 

the things they have 

observed such as 

plants, animals, 

natural and found 

objects; 

• Talking about why 

things happen and 

how things work;  

• Starting to develop an 

understanding of 

growth, decay and 

changes over time; 

• Showing care and 

concern for living 

things and the 

environment 

• Having greater awareness of 

seasonal change; 

• Asking questions about 

aspects of their familiar world 

such as the place where they 

live or the natural world; 

• Asking questions about some 

of the things they have 

observed such as plants and 

animals. 
 

• Talking about why things 

happen and how things work; 

• Understanding more about 

growth, decay and changes 

over time;  

• Identifying features of living 

things, such as animals with 

legs or those with wings; 

• Exploring the natural world 

around them; 

• Describing what they see, 

hear and feel whilst outside; 

• Recognising some 

environments that are 

different to the one in which 

they live; 

• Understanding the effect of 

changing seasons on the 

natural world around them 

• Explore the natural world around 

them, making observations and 

drawing pictures of animals and 

plants; 

• Know some similarities and 

differences between the natural 

world around them and 

contrasting environments, drawing 

on their experiences and what has 

been read in class; 

• Understand some important 

processes and changes in the 

natural world around them, 

including the seasons and 

changing states of matter.  

 

EA&D Creating with 

Materials 

• Exploring colour and 

how colours can be 

changed;  

• Understanding that 

they can use lines to 

enclose a space and 

then beginning to use 

these shapes to 

represent objects; 

• Showing interest in 

and describing the 

texture of things;  

• Realising that tools can be 

used for a purpose; 

• Using simple tools and 

techniques competently and 

appropriately; 

• Selecting appropriate brush 

for a given purpose; 

• Exploring what happens 

when they mix colours; 

• Experimenting with different 

textures. 
 

• Safely using and exploring a 

variety of materials, tools and 

techniques 

• Experimenting with colour, 

design, texture, form and 

function; 

• Selecting tools and using 

techniques needed to shape, 

assemble and join materials 

they are using; 

• Understanding that different 

media can be combined to 

create new effects; 

• Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, 

texture, form and function; 

• Share their creations, explaining 

the process they have used; 

• Make use of props and materials 

when role playing characters in 

narratives and stories 



• Using various 

construction 

materials;  

• Beginning to construct 

stacking blocks 

vertically and 

horizontally, making 

enclosures and 

creating spaces;  

• Joining construction 

pieces together to 

build and balance.  
 

• Selecting tools and 

techniques needed to shape, 

assemble and join materials 

they are using. 
 

Being 

Imaginative 

and Expressive 

• Developing 

preferences for forms 

of expression; 

• Using movement to 

express feelings;  

• Creating movement 

in response to music; 

• Singing to self and 

making up simple 

songs;  

• Noticing what adults 

do, imitating what is 

observed and then 

doing it 

spontaneously when 

the adult is not there; 

• Engaging in 

imaginative role-play 

based on own first-

hand experiences;  

• Building stories around 

toys, e.g. fire fighters 

rescuing trapped 

people; 

• Using available 

resources to create 

props to support role-

play.  
 

• Enjoying joining in with 

dancing and singing games;  

• Singing a few familiar songs;  

• Beginning to move 

rhythmically; 

• Imitating movement in 

response to music; 

• Tapping out simple repeated 

rhythms; 

• Exploring and learning how 

sounds can be changed;  
 

• Exploring and learning how 

sounds can be changed;  

• Singing songs, making music 

and experimenting with ways 

of changing them; 

• Beginning to build a 

repertoire of songs and 

dances; 

• Exploring the different sounds 

of instruments; 

• Initiating new combinations 

of movement and gesture in 

order to express and respond 

to feelings, ideas and 

experiences; 
 

• Invent, adapt and recount 

narratives and stories with peers 

and their teacher; 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery 

rhymes and songs; 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems 

and stories with others, and –when 

appropriate –try to move in time 

with music. 

 


