
Art  & Design Curriculum Vision 

Art is an expression of a child’s creativity where they develop higher order thinking skills to make decisions on how they can 

express their thoughts and ideas visually. Art gives children the opportunity to make conscious decisions on how something 

looks and use different techniques, skills and knowledge they acquire. Within school we can facilitate pupils’ ability to express 

themselves through art by giving them the tools, knowledge and skills to help them develop as artists.

We want our children to love art craft and design. Our art curriculum is designed to inspire, engage and challenge pupils, 

whist equipping them with the knowledge and skills to be able to experiment, invent and create their own works of art. We 

aim to use the art and design process to develop creativity, ignite curiosity, build resilience and foster independence. We 

want to equip our children with not only the National Curriculum requirements of art and design but to prepare them for 

opportunities and experiences of later life. We want our children to learn from other cultures and respect diversity and have

carefully selected a wide range of unique and diverse artists for children to study. 

The aims of the National Curriculum are to ensure all children:

➢ Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

➢ Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

➢ Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

➢ Know about great artists, craft people and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art 

forms.

Intent: We aim to enable children to …



Implementation: How do we achieve our aims?

Children taught art as part of their termly topic curriculum. We follow the Access Art Curriculum which is designed around 

the idea that art is far more than a series of technical skills.  Our holistic curriculum nurtures creative thinking skills and helps 

ensure that our pupils learn through art, as well as about art, children are exposed to a range of different artists and 

techniques, and use a range of tools and materials to produce art work. In doing so, they learn from how different artist 

and designers and crafts people see the world. Units of work in the curriculum focus on the different concepts in art and 

different types of art. In this context concepts in art means the different elements of art (line, shape, colour, tone, form,

space, texture and tone).

We have a progressive skills document where objectives for each year group are progressively mapped out to ensure our

pupils are taught the key skills and knowledge. Our objectives identify where pupils should be by the end of each year

group and link to prior knowledge. Overall key concepts have been carefully considered and identified as the core

knowledge and skills required to successfully achieve in art and design. The overall key concepts are revisited as the pupils

move through school to ensure the knowledge and skills are firmly embedded within the long- term memory. Each child

has a sketchbook. We give the child ownership of their sketchbook in order to foster their sense of creativity. Children use

their sketchbooks to make initial sketches, develop skills, record ideas and develop opinions. Opportunities to reflect and

develop, including through the use of sketchbooks, and chances for self and peer-assessment are planned into each unit

of study.



Impact: How will we know we have achieved our aims ?

There are no national standards in Art so we use a variety of ways to discover intention and understanding, as well as looking 
at outcomes of the journey and end result. We want our children to thrive and enjoy the self-expression that they experience.

Ongoing assessment take place throughout the lessons using specific assessment questions. Teachers use this information to 
inform future lessons, ensuring children are supported and challenged appropriately. Our art and design curriculum is high 
quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression. We focus on progression of knowledge and skills and 

discreet vocabulary progression also form part of the units of work. 

By the time pupils leave Boothroyd Primary School they will :
➢ Become confident and proficient artists who can express themselves through drawing, painting, printing and sculpture 
➢ Have a rich vocabulary which will enable them to articulate their understanding of the concepts taught 
➢ have an awareness of a broad range of artists and craftspeople, and be able to consider and discuss the artworks they 

come across
➢ Be confident to explore, experiment and take risks, placing value on the process and journey that they take, not just on 

the finished product


