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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

 

 

Spotlight: 

Drawing and 

sketchbook  

 Spotlight: Print, 

collage, colour 

(Community) 

 Paint, surface & 

texture  
 

N Children to explore drawing, 

painting techniques suitable 
to skills and knowledge 

development within Nursery 

as part of the continuous 
and focused provision. (see 

knowledge and skills 
progression document for 

Nursery) 

Continuation of drawing 

and painting opportunities, 
begin to introduce print (see 

knowledge and skills 

progression document for 
Nursery) 

 Painting, surface and 

texture techniques explored 
through continuous and 

directed provision (see 

knowledge and skills 
progression document for 

Nursery) 

3D and sculpture 

techniques explored 
through continuous and 

directed provision (see 

knowledge and skills 
progression document for 

Nursery) 

Children to explore drawing, 

painting techniques suitable 
to skills and knowledge 

development within Nursery 

as part of the continuous 
and focused provision. (see 

knowledge and skills 
progression document for 

Nursery) 

R Children to explore drawing, 
painting techniques suitable 

to skills and knowledge 
development within 

Reception as part of the 

continuous and focused 
provision. (see knowledge 

and skills progression 

document for Reception) 

Continuation of drawing 
and painting opportunities, 

begin to introduce print (see 
knowledge and skills 

progression document for 

Reception) 

 Painting, surface and 
texture techniques explored 

through continuous and 
directed provision. (see 

knowledge and skills 

progression document for 
Reception) 

3D and sculpture 
techniques explored 

through continuous and 
directed provision. (see 

knowledge and skills 

progression document for 
Reception) 

Children to explore drawing, 
painting techniques suitable 

to skills and knowledge 
development within 

Reception as part of the 

continuous and focused 
provision. (see knowledge 

and skills progression 

document for Reception) 

 

Y1 

Spirals  

Opportunity for pupils to 
control line quality, shape.  

Make decisions on the 

colour, tone, strength of line 
 

https://www.accessart.org.u

k/spirals/ 

 Simple printmaking 

Understand print and plates 
and negative and positive.  

Explore line, shape, colour 

texture.  
Curriculum links: Seasons 

https://www.accessart.org.u

k/simple-printmaking/ 
 

Exploring watercolour 

Exploring watercolour and 
discovering we can use 

accidental marks to help us 

make art. 
 

https://www.accessart.org.u

k/exploring-watercolour-
pathway/ 

 

 

 

 

Y2 Explore and draw 
Introducing the idea that 

artists can be collectors & 

explorers as they develop 
drawing and composition 

skills. 
Curriculum link: School and 

local area 

 
https://www.accessart.org.u

k/explore-draw/ 

 Exploring through mono 
printing 

Using a simple mono print 

technique to develop 
drawing skills, encourage 

experimentation and 
ownership 

 

https://www.accessart.org.u
k/exploring-the-world-

through-mono-print/ 
 

 Expressive painting 
Explore how painters use 

paint in expressive and 

gestural ways. Explore 
colour mixing and 

experimental mark making 
to create abstract still lifes 

 

https://www.accessart.org.u
k/expressive-painting/ 
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Y3 Gestural drawing with 
charcoal 

Making loose, gestural 
drawings with charcoal, and 

exploring drama and 

performance. 
 

https://www.accessart.org.u

k/gestural-drawing-with-
charcoal/ 

 

 Working with shape and 
colour 

“Painting with Scissors”: 
Collage and stencil in 

response to looking at 

artwork. 
 

https://www.accessart.org.u

k/working-with-shape-and-
colour/ 

Cloth, thread and paint 
 

 
https://www.accessart.org.u

k/cloth-thread-paint/ 

 

  
 

Y4 Storytelling through drawing 

Explore how artists create 
sequenced drawings to 

share and tell stories. Create 

accordion books or comic 
strips to retell poetry or prose 

through drawing. 

 
https://www.accessart.org.u

k/storytelling-through-
drawing/ 

 

 Exploring pattern 

Exploring how we can use 
colour, line and shape to 

create patterns, including 

repeating patterns. 
Curriculum link: Italy 

 

https://www.accessart.org.u
k/exploring-pattern/ 

 Exploring still life 

Explore artists working with 
the genre of still life, 

contemporary and more 

traditional. Create your own 
still life inspired art work. 

https://www.accessart.org.u

k/still-life/ 

 

Y5 Typography and maps 

Exploring how we can 
create typography through 

drawing and design and 
use our skills to create 

personal and highly visual 

maps. 
 

https://www.accessart.org.u
k/typography-and-maps/ 

 Making monotypes 

Explore how artists use the 
monotype process to make 

imagery. Combine the 
monotype process with 

painting and collage to 

make visual poetry zines. 
 

https://www.accessart.org.u
k/making-monotypes/ 

 

Mixed media land and city 

scapes 
 

 
https://www.accessart.org.u

k/mixed-media-land-and-

city-scapes/ 
 

  

 

Y6 2D drawing to 3D making 
Explore how 2D drawings 

can be transformed to 3D 
objects. Work towards a 

sculptural outcome or a 

graphic design outcome. 
Curriculum link: 

Urbanisation, link to the DT 
project Bridges 

 

https://www.accessart.org.u
k/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/ 

 Activism 
Explore how artists use their 

skills to speak on behalf of 
communities. Make art 

about things you care 

about. 
Curriculum link: Global 

warming 
 

https://www.accessart.org.u

k/activism/ 

 Exploring identity Transition 
Discover how artists use 

layers and juxtaposition to 
create artwork which 

explores identity. Make your 

own layered portrait. 
https://www.accessart.org.u

k/identity/ 
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Focus Artists linked to art themes 

These are a list of suggested artists to use as inspiration for generating ideas, making art for each theme 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

 

 

Y1 

Spirals 

 

Molly Haslund 

Wassily Kandinsky 

 Simple printmaking Exploring watercolour 

 

Paul Klee 

Emma Burleigh 

Emma Burleigh  

Y2 Explore and draw 

 

Rosie James 

Alice Fox 

 Exploring through mono 

printing 

 

Xgaoc’o X’are 

Leonardo Di Vinci 

 Expressive painting 

 

Marela Zacarias 

Charlie French 

Vincent Van Gogh 

Cezanne 

 

Y3 Gestural drawing with 

charcoal 

 

Heather Hansen 

Laura McKendry 

Edgar Degas 

 Working with shape and 

colour 

 

Henri Matisse 

Claire Willberg 

Cloth thread and 

painting 

 

Alice Kettle, Hannah 

Rae 

 

  

Y4 Storytelling through 

drawing 

 

Laura Carlin 

Shaun Tan 

 Exploring pattern 

 

Rachel Parker 

Shaheen Ahmed 

Andy Gilmore 

Louise Despont 

 Exploring still life 

 

Paul Cezanne 

Peter Claesz 

Jan Davidsz 

Hirasho Sato 

 

Y5 Typography and maps 

 

Louise Fili 

Grayson Perry 

Paula Scher 

Chris Kenny 

 Making monotypes 

 

Kevork Mourad 

Mixed media land and 

city scapes 

 

Vanessa Gardiner 

Shoreditch Sketcher 

Kittie Jones 

  

Y6 2D drawing to 3D 

making 

 

Lubaina Himid 

Claire Harrup 

 

 

Activism 

 

Luba Lukova 

Faith Ringgold 

Shepard Fairey 

 Exploring identity 

 

Njideka Akunyili Crosby 

Yinka Shonibare 

Mike Barrett 

Thandiwe Muriu 

 

 

 


