Boothroyd Primary Academy
Where we all shine brightly
EYFS Overview

Our Key Principles

1. A Unique Child: Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

2. Positive Relationships: Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.
3. Enabling Environments: Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond

to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over fime.
Learning & Development: Practitioners recognise that children develop and learn at different rates and development is not a linear or

4,
automatic process.
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Curriculum Summary

At Boothroyd we want to ensure children are at the HEART of everything we do and therefore promote our children to live out our
values of Honesty, Excellence, Aspirations, Respect and Teamwork. We provide a curriculum that is driven by providing the children
with one that is rich and firmly rooted in developing children's experiences and vocabulary, whilst also following their interests to
ensure that each unique child is nurtured and developed. Communication and language is our priority and is threaded throughout
our curriculum. We plan exciting learning enquiries to provide our pupils with the experiences they need to thrive and follow their
interests and fascinations to promote a sense of wonder and awe. Visits, visitors and wow events provide hooks for our learning and
give our children new experiences, raise aspirations and enhance their opportunities.

The school follows the statutory Early Years Framework and ensures a clear sequenced progression across Nursery and Reception so
that all pupils are given the opportunity to acquire the infended knowledge and skills through a highly stimulating environment which
in furn enables them to practice and apply them whilst also allowing them to extend them due to the open-ended nature of our
curriculum.

Entry
We recognise that when children enter our EYFS, many come with limited language skills and a lack of first-hand experiences. To

close this gap, we concentrate on building their knowledge from what they already know and ensuring basic vocabulary is fully
understood and used in the correct context to demonstrate meaning. We do this through a series of enquiry questions which are
open-ended so the children can explore their learning in a range of ways which is unique to them and are then able to build their
body of knowledge. Our curriculum is filled with oracy opportunities that focus on speaking and listening skills being developed,
and this is fo ensure children can communicate effectively and make themselves understood by others.

This year, there has been a significant increase in children with complex special educational needs, many of whom are on the
neuropathway. To accommodate these children effectively, we have established an additional resourced classroom where they
spend some time in the setting. We are dedicated to meeting their individual and unique needs and work closely with the Early
Year Outfreach team, ensuring the children's target set out in the children’s Educational Health Care Plans and My Support Plans
are met through a bespoke timetable

Nursery
In Nursery there is a focus on the prime areas whilst also developing children’s vocabulary, knowledge, skills and understanding in

the specific areas. There is a clear sequence of teaching linked to vocabulary, supported by high quality texts, songs and rhymes
and this underpins our curriculum. Some children attend our nursery across 2 years. Our curriculum is planned over three terms for the
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children that will attend from September — July, before entering Reception. For the children who enter In January, who will be with
us for 5 terms and the children who enter after Easter, who will be with us for 4 terms can work on basic skills and vocabulary in
preparation for their year before reception. We believe that by doing this, the children will have the opportunity to revisit and
reinforce knowledge which enables them to build upon their body of knowledge.

Our provision comprises clearly defined areas that the children can access independently. Our core provision will stay the same.
However, it will be enriched with resources the children have been specifically taught to use throughout the year. This enables the
children to progress and develop their skills in that area. Enhancements are also used to promote curiosity, awe and wonder; they
may be linked to our weekly enquiry, specific skills the children need to develop or children’s interest. We value every voice and
want to include as many of the children’s interests as possible, as this allows us to build upon their existing knowledge.

Our outdoor provision is used to support children’s physical development. Children can access various areas of provision to
develop their gross motor skills, such as bikes, climbing area, an obstacle course, a digging areaq, a large pit, balancing equipment
and a range of ball games. Our outdoor offer compliments our indoor provision as it is an area used to develop skills that cannot
be done inside. Children also have the opportunity to investigate the natural world in our mud kitchen and gardening area.

Many of our children come to us without being able to manage their personal needs; Throughout nursery and in the first term of
reception, we focus on building independent skills through weekly challenges such as getting dressed, zipping their coats up and
brushing their teeth. Enabling children to practise these skills early on will help to build their self-confidence and self-esteem. We
have many children who come from other settings or no setting at all, who are not used to attending school every day; we have
identified that children’s ability to self-regulate and manage their emotions needs to develop as some children struggle to leave
their primary caregiver. We heavily focus on emotion work during the first half ferm and use the zones of regulation throughout the
year to help children understand their feelings and behaviours. To ensure our children feel safe in our environment, we spend the
first three weeks focusing on getting to know the children and teaching them how to use the provision. For our new nursery starters
who join us in January and after Easter, we make sure we have a week where staff can focus on building relationships.

Reception
In Reception there is a greater emphasis on the specific areas as we guide children to meet the Early Learning Goals, in readiness

for year 1. Again, there is a clear sequence of progressive teaching supported by high quality texts and the children’s interests. We
focus on a ‘plan, do, review’ learning approach. Children are given thinking time to plan what their learning will look like in the
provision; they then can access the provision independently, where adults can interact with the children. Children then come
back together to review their learning and talk about what they did, the process they went through and their own personal
learning outcomes. This approach enables us to ensure our curriculum is being accessed, and we can build on any
misconceptions or missed learning opportunities. Throughout the year, children are expected to complete directed time, where




Boothroyd Primary Academy
Where we all shine brightly

EYFS Overview

the teacher chooses an area of provision to work in to conduct their learning. The time of this is built up throughout the year to 30
minutes. This helps our children prepare for year one as they are expected to stay focused in this area. In nursery, directed time is
used at the start of each session where a carousel of activities focuses on developing basic skills.

To build children’s communication and language skills, we focus heavily on using songs and rhymes in nursery in the first term to
develop vocabulary and understanding and this is reinforced with our participation in World Nursery Rhyme week where we can
also engage parents in the importance of songs and rhyme. We have a nursery rhyme basket which is accessed throughout the
week to help children retain the rhymes they have learnt. In the Summer term we concentrate on Traditional Tales, Th as we
believe they are engaging and hold the children’s interests whilst allowing us to describe characters, events and settings.

Phonics is taught daily concentrating in the first half term on Phase 1 aspects 1-6. We follow Little Wandle's Foundation for Phonics
programme from Autumn 2. This teaches phonemic awareness and oral blending to build children’s focused listening and
aftention. Foundations for phonics sets out the provision to ensure children are well prepared to begin grapheme-phoneme
correspondence and blending at the start of Reception. The rest of school follows the Little Wandle phonic scheme, and reception
children will start this in the autumn term, concentrating on phase 2. Phonics is taught to the whole class daily to ensure everyone is
exposed to the same content. However, we recognise that not all children can retain all the information taught in the lesson, so we
put on daily keep-up sessions and extra interventions for those children who require them to match their stage of development.
Children are assessed at the end of each half-term and reviewed after three weeks for those who attend the exira sessions.
Guided reading sessions start in autumn two after all phase 2 sounds have been taught; book levels depend on the assessment
outcome.

Reading, Writing & Maths

To develop a love for reading and storytelling, we ensure story tfime takes place daily and texts are chosen that link to the enquiry
we are focusing on that week or a child’s favourite story. In nursery the stories we read are simple but engaging to develop their
interest in books and enable them to join in and understand. In reception, the books are engaging and hold the children’s interests
whilst allowing us to describe characters, events and settings. These stories will be seen in our provision areas where the children
can access them independently. Drawing club promotes storytelling and builds the children’s imagination, along with helicopter
stories where they can perform and bring their stories to life. Poetry basket is used in reception to introduce children to the world of
poems and follow on from nursery rhymes in nursery. We are committed to representing our children and their families in our
curriculum. We have carefully selected texts to do this, bringing their personal experiences and interests into our learning. A range
of diverse texts are also used and are an integral part of our provision, with activities linked to them to expose children to a range
of people they may come across within the community.
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In nursery we encourage children to explore mark making freely in the provision through sensory exploration aswell as giving them
access to arange of mar making equipment. We recognise that children need to develop their fine motor skills before moving
onto formal writing. In reception, writing is carried out as a focus activity with an adult during directed time. The children do this
once a week and then have the opportunity to show what they have learned during an independent writing session. In the
autumn term, we focus on ensuring the children can use a pencil appropriately, with reasonable control and appropriate pressure.
This is done through various activities that focus on developing control through patterns and letter formation. We begin writing CVC
words once the children have been exposed to all the phase 2 phonics. In spring, we build captions and simple sentences, using
widgets to help understand word order and vocabulary. This then progresses to independent sentence writing in the summer term.
Writing opportunities are available throughout our provision, and meaningful writing is promoted. We encourage children to write,
relating to their own experiences; an example of this is writing the shop name for the model they have built in the construction
areq.

Master the curriculum and White Rose Maths is used alongside the teacher's skills, subject knowledge, and understanding of how
children learn to develop an essential 'Number Sense'. Master the curriculum is followed in nursery to enable children to develop

basic mathematical skills and work towards maths mastery. The scheme offers resources that are in line with white rose maths
framework which helps prepare children for reception. Maths skills are practised through continuous provision, weekly group
activities, enhancements and quality interaction, we foster children's natural instinct for exploration, noticing and language, which
is critical to mathematical fluency. We also understand that children need to hold Maths before they can hold it in their heads.
The last half term in nursery concentrates on preparing children for reception. Parents are encouraged to join the sessions to help
their child develop independent skills which will make fransition into reception easier. Reception staff work closely with year one
during the summer term to ensure the tfransition is planned appropriately for the current cohort.

Our curriculum gives our children the confidence to make informed choices in order to develop healthy minds and bodies. We
empower our children to be resilient, show empathy to others, be honest, be respectful and show integrity in a safe and warm
environment, where they can be their own unique best selves.
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Intent, Implementation and Impact

Intent

Implementation

Impact

e Provide a
curriculum that can be
accessed by all

e To keep children at
the heart of everything
we do

e To enable the
children to be effective
communicators

e To ensure children’s
mental health and well-
being is prioritised

e To provide a safe
and secure learning
environment

e To allow children to
have fime to learn
through play

e To build children’s
independence and
resilience

e To promote alove
of learning

e To promote alove
for reading

e To promote the
specific skills of reading
and maths

e  Plan for progressive learning through a coherent curriculum from nursery to the end
of reception.

e Plan for a range of experiences through visits and visitors coming in to the sefting

e  Ensure children have the knowledge, skills and vocabulary to prepare them for year
one.

e  Oracy is taught discretely to ensure every child’s voice is heard and adults will
promote this in the learning environment

e  Ensure good relationships are built through quality interactions with adults
e  Ensure transition is effective to build relationships with children and families

e  Families are welcomed regularly into school to build positive relationships and are
informed about their child's learning

e Timetable fo allow children time to explore the learning environment and choose
their own learning while building on fundamental skills

Allow staff time to get to know the children when they start the setting
Provide quality CPD to ensure adult interactions are high quality and effective.
Give children the opportunity to talk and share their interests to influence planning
Model effective use of language through taught sessions and interactions
e Provide alanguage rich environment indoors and outdoors that is high quality,
inspiring and provoking
e learning environments are therapeutic and provide a calm atmosphere to support
cognitive overload
Strategies provided to children to falk and manage their emotions
Allow children time to learn strategies that will support them to self-regulate
Expose children fo a range of quality texts that will facilitate the curriculum
Use representation books to provide inspiration that reflects a diverse world
Adults promote books enthusiastically
Teach a systematic, progressive and consistent phonics program o support rapid
progress in reading (Little Wandle)
e Teach a progressive scheme of skills in Maths (White Rose and Mastery Maths
based

e  Children will learn through incremental
steps which will ensure they are successful.

e Children have a range of experiences
they may not have had outside school

e Children will be able to communicate
effectively to support their learning and
personal needs

e Children will have a range of vocabulary
that will support their future learning

e Children will feel supported and nurtured
e Families will feel welcomed, supported
and understand their child’s learning

e Children have the opportunity to apply
and practise their skills and feel safe to take
risks

o Staff will be highly trained to scaffold and
support progression

e Planning will be responsive to the
children’s needs and interests

e Children will be calm and focused in a
learning environment that is inspiring and
thought provoking.

e Children will have tools to begin fo self-
regulate

e Children to enjoy books and stories and
access them enthusiastically

e Children will be able to read and write
simple sentences

e Children will be able to have deep
understanding of number from 0-10
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EYFS Long Term Plan Overview

Autumn 1 Settling in

What makes me, Me?
What makes a family?
Children’s interests

Settling in

What makes me, Me?
What makes a community?
Children’s interests

Autumn 2 What colours can | make?
What is Diwali2

What can | find outside?
What is Christmas?e
Children’s interests

How do we make different colours?
Why do people celebrate Diwali?
What changes do you notice outside?
Why do people celebrate Christmas?
Children’s interests

What do you need when you go

outside?

What is your favourite animal?
New starters settling in  |What animal made that noise?
Emotions What is Chinese New Year?
Farm Animals
Animal noises
Transport

What changes do you notice outside?
What are your favourite stories?

How do people celebrate Chinese New Year?

Transport What can we see in our wonderful
Wild animals world?

Food What is Ramadan?

Where did the egg come from?
Children’s inferests

What can we see in our wonderful world?
Why do people take part in Ramadan?
Why are their chocolate eggs in the shops?2
Children’s interests
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Summer 1

New starters settling in
People

Colours

Similarities &
differences

What does my seed need to grow?
What does a caterpillar need to grow?
What makes us strong?

Which materials are strong enough to
build a house?

Should you go inside someone else’s
house without asking?

How do things grow? Plants
How does a frog change?

Summer 2

Rhyming

How can | be ‘Reception Ready’'?
How am | feeling?
Eid

How can | Be ‘year 1 ready’?2

What can | remember about my time in reception?
Eid

How do | get to school?




