
Boothroyd Primary Academy

Reading Curriculum – Talk4Reading 



Reading at Boothroyd

‘Reading is the gateway for children that makes all other learning possible.’ – Barack Obama 

We provide a range of reading opportunities for children to develop fluency, reading for meaning and reading 
for pleasure attributes. We teach our pupil to learn to read and then how to read to learn. These reading 
opportunities offer our pupils a wide and diverse reading curriculum where children enjoy reading and talking 
about books. 



Aims:

At Boothroyd Primary Academy, we value 
reading as a crucial life skill. By the time 
children leave us, they read confidently for 
meaning and regularly enjoy reading for 
pleasure. Our readers are equipped with 
the tools to tackle unfamiliar vocabulary. 
We encourage our children to see 
themselves as readers for both pleasure 
and purpose, linking their experiences and 
prior reading to new material. 



Boothroyd's Reading Spine
Our reading spine features quality texts which we believe are must-reads for our children before they leave 
Boothroyd such as The Colour Monster, The Proudest Blue, Charlotte's Web and Wonder.

We want to prepare our children to strategically read a variety of texts which feature:

Classic literature builds progressively 
throughout the reading stages. For 
example, children in Y3 explore The 

Velveteen Rabbit; The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe is explored in Y4 

and Treasure Island in Year 6. 

Variation in narrative 
structures with books 
that have non-linear 
time lines such as Voices 
in the Park in Year 4 and 
Holes in Year 6. 

Alternative narrative voice
with complex narrators to the story 
such as The Legend of Podkin One 

Ear in Year 4 and Cogheart in Year 5.

Texts which use symbolism to 
support the meaning such as The 
Topsy Turvy World and The Tyger. 

Texts which have a complexity of 
plot and require a deeper level of 

strategic reading, such as The Tunnel 
and the Lost thing.

Texts which provide different 
reading purposes including non-
fiction text such as How Does a 

Tadpole Grow? and Suffragette: 
The Battle for Equality.

Complex or 
unfamiliar 
language.



Literacy Concepts
These are the transferable elements of learning we 

want learners to strategically comprehend, then 
demonstrate their understanding by talking or 

writing as a reader during the response activities.

• Use of language, including figurative

• Role of characters/ issues/ information

• Role of setting/ mood/ tone

• Structure of text (how the text works)

• Perspectives/ viewpoints -

author/narrator/character/reader

• Main themes/ideas/ arguments

Positive Reading Habits
These are strategies which should be developed 

as part of an effective reader’s toolkit.

• Noticing text structure and language

• Responding

• Predicting

• Clarifying

• Questioning

• Imagining

• Being aware of effect on the reader

• Summarising

• Evaluating

Strategic Readers will be guided to know, use and apply the following:



Fluency at Boothroyd
For reading to be fluent it must be 
accurate, at a reasonable rate and 
prosodic (Kuhn and Stahl, 2003). 
Prosody is the part of reading where 
you use reading with appropriate 
expression and intonation. 

EEF IMPROVING LITERACY IN KEY STAGE 2, GUIDANCE REPORT: 
Recommendation 2

A Fluent Oral Reader:
•Reads and re-reads the text.
•Reads groups of words together and takes note of punctuation.
•Changes voices for different characters
•Voice rises and falls to show different moods



Non-Fiction

Fiction

Year 3



Year 4

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Wider 

Reading  

Book study - The Girl 
Who Stole an Elephant. 
Linked texts ‘caring for 

our planet’. 

Book study - The Legend 
of Podkin One-Ear. 

Linked texts ‘take action’. 

Book study - Empire’s 
end: A Roman Story . 

Linked texts ‘historical 
fiction’ and archaic 

language. 



Year 5

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Wider 

Reading  

Book study – Percy
Jackson and the

Lightening Thief . 
Linked texts 

‘overcoming adversity’. 

Book study - The 
Explorer. 

Linked texts ‘setting the 
scene’. 

Book study - Cogheart. 
Linked texts ‘strong 

female characters’ and 
archaic language. 



Year 6

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Wider 

Reading  

Book study – Boy in the 
Tower. 

Linked texts ‘self 
discovery’. 

Book study – Murder at 
Twilight. 

Linked texts ‘character 
development’. 

Book study –
Mohinder’s War. 

Linked texts ‘world at 
war’ and archaic 

language. 


